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Duke walked briskly into the corridor leading to the
room where he left his master. Astrid, standing guard by
the door, saw his senior coming and bowed his head.
There was supposedly another Valkyrie knight with him
but the knight was nowhere in sight.
“Her Highness?”
“Inside the room. She told me to notify her upon
your return,” reported Astrid.
“Astrid, did something happen between you and
Prince Friedhelm?”
“Something?”
“I met him while I was on my way here and he
scolded me saying,
‘Discipline your junior! He’s way too impudent for a
knight!’
That was the first time someone ever called you
impudent.”
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Most people would describe Astrid as ‘easy-going’.
The next description others would offer is ‘obedient’
since he listens well to what his seniors say and is quite
respectful. Sometimes, the other knights would make fun
of him but it was never with malice.
“Uhm…”
“Another thing. Did something also happen between
Prince Friedhelm and Prince Guido? He warned me not
to let Prince Guido anywhere near Her Highness.”
“Uh, well, uhm…something did happen but…”
hesitated Astrid, who used to say anything that was on his
mind.
Since his junior would not tell him what happened,
Duke decided to ask Leti directly about it. He was about
to turn the doorknob and open the door when Astrid
blocked him and shouted softly that he should not enter
the room.
“Uhm, you see… Her Highness and Prince Guido
were talking privately inside the room when Prince
Friedhelm barged in saying that he could not allow them
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to have their secret talks. Since he was family, the
Valkyrie knight nor I could not stop him from entering
the room and then…”
Since Friedhelm appeared, then Leti’s initial plan to
talk with Guido alone failed. This meant that behind the
closed door was a fuming Leti.
“Uhm, I also could not clearly see what really
happened, but I think that’s what happened since Prince
Friedhelm shouted. I think he came to check on Her
Highness when he saw her acting that she was not feeling
well and followed her here, but…”
“Report in a chronological order! Anyway, I get the
general picture.”
Based on Astrid’s jumbled report, Duke surmised that
the three royal siblings had a disagreement. And from
Friedhelm’s words, something happened between Leti
and Guido.
“So what did you see?”
“Prince Guido…” Astrid paused, scolding himself for
making such a baseless conclusion, but nonetheless
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shouted in a hushed voice. “His Highness attacked her
Highness!”
“What’s the weapon? I don’t remember if he had
anything on him that could be used as a weapon. Did he
strangle her?”
“No! You’ve got it wrong. His Highness assaulted
Her Highness! He attacked her as a man!”
Duke, dumbfounded, blinked several times and then
asked Astrid for clarification.
“ ‘As a man’ meaning that way? That’s unbelievable.”
“I thought so myself! But when I went after Prince
Friedhelm, I saw Prince Guido pushing Her Highness
down on the couch. Then Her Highness shouted ‘Stop!’
and Prince Friedhelm roared, ‘She is your sister!’”
If Duke heard Astrid’s story alone, he would have not
believed him. But Friedhelm’s livid warning about not
letting Guido near Leti added up to the equation.
“So Prince Friedhelm’s entrance somehow controlled
the situation?”
- 10 -

Okobore Hime to Entaku no Kishi: A Queen’s Conditions

“No. His appearance aggravated the situation because
he challenged Prince Guido to a duel. They have already
drawn their swords, but her Highness cried to stop them
so I intervened. I could not allow any one of them to get
hurt.”
Astrid most likely went in between the two princes
and stopped them from continuing any further with his
superhuman agility. This was probably the reason behind
Friedhelm calling him ‘impudent’.
“I’m sorry it turned out like this.”
“You don’t have to. Her Highness and I weren’t able
to consider Prince Friedhelm’s actions. Instead, make
sure that Prince Guido will be nowhere near Her
Highness. Got that?”
“Yes sir,” saluted Astrid.

A knock on the door drew Leti’s mind back to reality.
Before she could even ask who was there, Duke
announced himself and entered the room.
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“Don’t you need any light?” asked Duke, surprised at
how dark the room was.
“I have night vision so I am fine even without light.
Our plan to talk failed. I will just have it moved to some
other day.”
“Did anything happen with Prince Guido?”
Duke should have heard already from Astrid what
happened. His question felt more as if he could not
believe it happened so he asked Leti again and not that he
wanted confirmation.
“Prince Guido attempted to assault me. Prince
Friedhelm saw the situation we were in and thought so as
well so that was probably what he intended to do.
Though I am still at lost on whether he truly desired it.
He has never shown any signs of attraction.”
Guido was serious, quiet, intelligent, calm and a very
kind brother. He never saw Leti as a woman.
But it may all be for show. No one knows what others feel deep
within their hearts. Leti once said these words to Friedhelm.
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“Are you all right?”
“More than shock, my head is rather filled with
questions.”
Why did he try to assault her? Was he the person
behind the curse circles? What did he want to do?
“You need not believe what happened. Even I still
find it unbelievable. But do be careful around Prince
Guido and Lord Borel,” Leti instructed Duke. This might
help in restraining the movements of their prime suspects
since Duke was still a knight of the Royal Chivalric Order.
“I have not heard anything amiss yet about Lord
Borel, but Prince Guido has not been his usual self lately.
I think this might be related with the incident about
Eleanor. Let us just wait and see for now. Besides, Prince
Friedhelm saw what happened tonight, I doubt they will
do anything careless so soon.”
“Got it. So how much are you planning to report to
Commander Johannes?”
“You can tell him everything, including our hand at
having a fake circle drawn in the garden without letting
- 13 -
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the Order know. Just leave out what happened with
Prince Guido.”
Leti understood it would be better to report the
Guido incident, but she wanted more time to think about
what happened and to consider what her next actions
should be.
“Let us go back to the Villa. I would like to rest and
continue thinking in private.”
But Leti was not able to rest since Johannes came to
the Villa shortly after she had arrived. He wanted to have
Leti’s testimony as the primary witness for the third
incident. Instead of resting, she gave him her account of
what happened including her plan, the actions they took,
and the result of it.
“Prince Guido and Lord Borel may be related to this
incident, but this is not certain and I can be wrong. Let us
just go with the flow until we can get sufficient evidence
to support it.”

- 14 -

Okobore Hime to Entaku no Kishi: A Queen’s Conditions

“Yes, Your Highness, you have my agreement. Please
leave the rest to us. We shall put an end to this. You have
my word.”
“Thank you. And one more thing, I am returning
Astrid. I think he will be of better use to keep an eye on
our suspects. I surmise he is good at that.”
“I think so too. He also did not seem to be of much
use as Your Highness’ guard, am I correct?”
Leti shrugged off Johannes’ sarcastic remarks and
simply nodded her head. She then turned around to talk
to Leonhardt who was sitting behind her.
“Leonhardt, any new information?”
“You know, I was planning to make this surprising
announcement, ‘the person who drew the fake circle was
none other than Astrid Gale, a knight of the Order!’ Only
to find out it was all part of your plan. And because of
that, I don’t have anything new to say.”
“You already knew even before I told you?”
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“The circle looked like it was drawn with a pen in the
mouth! Anyone who knew his handwriting will instantly
recognize it was him. You should have just asked me and
you would have the perfect fake. *hahaha*.”
The only old “new” information was that the third
circle had the number “III” and the offering this time was
bigger than the last.
“Anything else you noticed? Anything you may
dismiss as trivial.”
“Hmmm...”Leonhardt tried to recall every detail he
could remember upon the discovery of the circle.
“Ah! Guido Ani’ue came to see the circle. I guess
criminals really do come back to the crime scene.”
“We are not yet certain about that.” *Though this is the
third time already.*
Guido had always come back to the locations of all
the magic circle incidents.
*He is quite concerned about the magic circles...Whatever the
case maybe, he is definitely connected to this.*
- 16 -
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Johannes and Leonhardt excused themselves
afterwards, leaving Leti alone in the room. She sat in
front of the chess table and thought about what she
should do now while picturing Guido inside her head and
asking him, “Why?”
“It was my turn next for this chess game with Guido
Onii-sama.”
Leti planned on telling Guido her next move today,
but with what happened this game would most likely end
here. Yet, she still could not let go of the what-ifs and
decided to keep the board as it was though she could
already see the board gathering dust in the near future.
*This chess game may stop here. But what about me? Should I
let the Order take care of this and leave Guido Onii-sama to them?
Or should I make my move to search for the truth behind this?*
Leti thought as she stared intensely at the chess board like
she was discerning her next move in a crucial part of the
game; in truth, she felt she was trying to solve a puzzle
with no solution.
“Shall I be your opponent?”
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Leti heard Duke’s voice close to her and looked up.
She realized she got lost in her thoughts and time had
noticeably passed by. She had been so distracted that she
did not even notice Duke sitting in the chair across hers.
“Can you?”
“Just your average player,” replied Duke as he moved
the pieces to their initial positions.
Leti let Duke have the first turn to start the match. At
first, she was nonchalantly making her moves but soon
her expression changed from indifference to annoyance
and then she burst and swore at Duke.
“You are the worst!”
“Why should I be called the worst by simply playing
chess?”
“What ‘average player’? The best I can do for this
game is a draw!”
“I think a draw is fine. What’s wrong with it?”
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“The only person allowed to have a draw with me is
my stoic older brother!”
Duke was far more skilled and stronger than an
average player, which he initially let Leti to believe. She
was somehow able to end their first game with a draw.
“Again!” Ordered Leti and Duke obediently followed.
“Where did you learn chess? From Lord Barchet?”
“Polished by my two years on border patrol. There
wasn’t any other form of leisure available there unlike
here in the Capital. These kind of games were all we had
to pass time.”
“You are a noble and yet you were assigned to the
borders? Oh, right. You were aiming for the
Commander’s seat. But still, I know those two years had
been hard work even if it was somehow a rite of passage
for the position.”
“You know a lot about the Order, huh.”
“Commander Johannes has been a long time chess
mate,” explained Leti as she looked at the chessboard.
- 19 -
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Duke peeked a look at Leti’s face as she was staring at
the chessboard. She was concentrating hard on what her
next move should be that she did not notice Duke’s gaze.
She’s too beautiful, isn’t she? Maybe so beautiful that even
Prince Guido couldn’t resist...
Duke remembered his junior was charmed by her
beauty and proclaimed that simply looking at Leti’s face
was bliss though he found it quite incomprehensible.
Maybe any man, even one who did not like Leti that way,
could be lost in her beauty and...
“Shall we make a bet?” Leti’s question forced Duke
to stop his not so polite thoughts.
“Don’t ask something I can’t afford. But anything’s
fine as long as it’s within my reach.”
“If I win, you will be giving me something I want and
it will only be from your personal belongings. If I lose, I
will invite Prince Guido to the next tea party.”
Leti was using chess to clear up her mind and make a
decision.
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“I have to win this then.”
If he could help Leti relax or make her decision, then
Duke was more than glad to be of service to his master.
He now concentrated on the board, just like Leti, to be
able to anticipate her next move.

Guido never attended any of the regular tea parties
Leti hosted for her brothers and sisters despite her
constant invitations. It had been like that ever since so
she presumed it would be the same forever. However,
this party contradicted her expectations because today,
Guido’s younger sister, Cornelia, proudly reported to Leti
that she had succeeded in persuading her older brother to
attend today’s event.
“I am pleased to see you Prince Guido. I am glad you
have decided to grace us with your presence and play
with your other younger siblings.” Leti greeted him with
her perfectly crafted smile. Anyone watching them would
see a gentle younger sister welcoming her brother. Guido
was about to greet Leti back when Leonhardt butted in
and inserted himself between them.
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“Why, if it isn’t Guido Ani’ue! Long-time no see! But
you know, you should’ve informed us you were coming
so we could have prepared conversation topics fit for you.
I mean, you are not Friedhelm Ani’ue who can join any
conversation and keep it alive no matter what the topic is.
It can be something stupid and all I have to do is laugh at
it and the conversation won’t die at all.”
Guido immediately gave up any intention on talking
with Leonhardt who was clearly making fun of him and
proceeded to seat himself in a vacant table without
greeting anyone. He quietly sat there and watched as his
younger siblings and cousins played around the garden.
“Ane’ue, let me handle Guido Ani’ue. I shall be his
conversation partner. He never showed his face to this
regular tea party no matter how many times he was
invited. I am certain he has something up his sleeves...
Like doing the preparations for the fourth one.”
“Are you certain?”
“I do not mind. Recently, we just had a lively
discussion on the interpretation and analysis of the
history of the Low Burg Bridge. Or maybe it is more apt
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to say that we can only have discussions about those
kinds of topics? Ahahaha.”
Leti was genuinely interested to know what kind of
conversation could transpire between her supposedly
alike but opposite brothers, but decided to let Leonhardt
handle the situation. She could just butt in, if necessary.
“Leti Onee-sama! My older brothers are truly clueless
on how ladies should be treated. I have selected the
perfect ribbons and hairpiece to match my dress for
today, but neither of them complimented me about it. Sir
Duke is a far better gentleman than they are!”
Leti could not keep herself from giggling at Cornelia’s
comment. She knelt down to meet her younger sister’s
eyes.
“Cornelia, Duke is all about looks, swords, and chess.
I suggest you should train your eyes better at discerning
men, my dear.”
“Should I take that as a compliment?” asked Duke.
“Yes,” Leti replied quickly. “I complimented you that
much. Are you still unsatisfied?”
- 23 -
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Leti stood up and let Cornelia join their other siblings.
As usual, the oldest royal daughter was looking after the
younger royal children. She came to think that these
children should never be underestimated. Sometimes, it is
because they are children that they can be brutally honest
and can speak about things exactly as they are.
Leti was somehow alerted because of a story she
heard from them. She sent Guido a glance and called on
Duke. She told him what she heard and what she planned
to do about it. He was against her idea, but could not do
anything to change her mind. He gave up and said he
would obediently follow her orders.

“How did your conversation with Leon go, Prince
Guido? I believe it has been quite a while since the two of
you had a little chat,” inquired Leti with her perfect
smiling face.
Guido kept his silence.
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“By the way, do you remember the jacket you have
lent me before? I would like to return it today. Could you
come with me?”
“Sure,” was Guido’s unsure answer. He could not
believe Leti’s words at face value because she looked like
she had things to talk in private with him. He had
expected this much and this was not enough to throw the
calm Guido off guard.
*And we are supposed to be siblings...* Leti could not help
but reminisce the time when even this cold prince beside
her used to call her “Leti” with a gentle expression on his
face and not “Leticia” with a stoic facade. However, the
cursed blood of Friedhelm’s mother—the Lauenstein,
and Guido’s mother—the Eulenberg, had torn them
apart and even forced them to go against each other. Leti,
however, decided that she would not allow herself to be
pulled down by that.
She asked the maid to open the door and urged
Guido to enter her private room.
“Take a seat there,” ordered Leti, pointing out the
divan. She continued to walk further into the room to get
- 25 -
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a soft blanket. She threw it to Guido who was already
sitting there.
“I have several things I would like to discuss with you,
but that can wait. You have something you should do
first.”
“What is it?”
“Cornelia told me that you were having problems
sleeping recently,” Leti continued talking to Guido
without taking the seat across the couch.
“Cornelia did?”
“Girls that age can already be considered young ladies.
They can already see through many things. I will wake
you up when the party is over. Until then, rest. We shall
talk after that.”
Leti had already noticed that Guido looked worn out
when she met him in front of Queen Sofia’s grave before.
She told him to rest that time, but considering he now
looked even worse, he did not take her advice. Rather, he
exerted himself more, to a point that even his younger
sister was worried about him.
- 26 -
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“I don’t mind talking now.”
“Well, I do...Please. It has only been two months
since Queen Sofia passed away. If anything happens to
you, our father, our sisters and brothers...” *Friedhelm
Onii-sama, I..* Leti could not finish saying what was in her
mind, but that was enough for Guido to feel her concern
for his welfare.
“I shall go once you have fallen asleep.” Leti knelt
beside the couch and held Guido’s hand.
Guido gave up on protesting, showed his surrender
by lying down, and closed his eyes. He thought he could
feign sleeping and wake up as soon as Leti left the room.
—Or so he thought.
The cheerful voices of the children outside, the
warmth of family and the security of having someone
near, completed the scenario needed to bring back a
nostalgic memory. This drew him towards the world of
sleep despite his initial plan.
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“Sweet dreams.” Leti whispered softly, careful not to
wake her older brother. Gently, she let go of his hands
and went out of the room quietly.
Duke was standing right outside the door and asked
her with his eyes if everything was fine. Leti answered
with a silent nod.
“Your Highness, I shall watch over him.”
“Yes, please. I shall look after my younger siblings. If
anything happens, send word through my maid.”
Leti was about to leave when Duke grabbed her
shoulder to stop her.
“Please, don’t do anything unexpected. You told me
you were going to talk with him at a place with more
people. That incident happened so recently. I think you’re
being too reckless. Please be more conscious about your
position and be more careful.”
“Yes, I understand your point, but he is still a
*brother* to me.” *I will be bothered if he is acting strange. I will
worry if he looked that exhausted.*
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Duke heard the self-mockery that laced Leti’s words.
He loosened his grip on her shoulders and rephrased his
words. “No, I did not mean to reprimand...I’m just
worried.”
“...Duke. I forgot you were a nice person. But, truly, I
am fine.” Leti assured her worried knight and changed
the topic.
“Would you feel tired if you were cursing someone?”
“Cursing? Meaning hating someone? I think it’s the
other way. I mean I won’t feel tired while I am still filled
with hate. If anything, I might feel empowered with it.
But once I’ve completed whatever I planned, I think that
will be the time I would feel the exhaustion brought by it.”
“Once completed...”
Leti was now deep in thought. Why was Guido
having a hard time sleeping? Was he cursing someone so
much that his hate kept him awake at night? Whom is he
cursing then? Why?
*Then the person Guido Onii-sama can hate that much...*
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Most people might think it to be Friedhelm. Or
maybe...
“...It might be me.”
“Your Highness?”
“No, it is nothing. I shall leave the rest to you.”
If the person Guido hated were Leti, many of the
puzzle pieces would fit.
Guido assaulted Leti, not because he could no longer
supress his ardent love for his sister, but rather he could
no longer contain his hatred for her. Maybe he could no
longer see Leti as his sister because she stole the crown
from him.
“But still...”
Leti would be a queen and ascend the throne. It was
her inevitable fate no matter how much her brother
cursed her. Leti knew that the only thing she could do
was to pray and ask for a strong heart to accept the future
she would never dare wish to happen.
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Guido once again saw a dream as he slept in Leti’s
room. It was the continuation of the dream he previously
had, that dream of a stormy night and the three of them
sleeping together in his room.
“...me too,” agreed his older brother. They shared the
same dream.
Friedhelm, being the oldest, probably already knew at
this time what kind of future the three of them would
have. And that their happy times together were already
limited; just a few more years before they became adults.
“Hey, Guido. I’ve got a difficult problem and I’ve
already cracked my brain, but I couldn’t find any solution
to it.”
Guido understood
Friedhelm meant.

which

particular

problem

“And since you are smarter than me, maybe you can
find a solution to it.”
“Solution?”
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“Yeah. So make sure to study a lot and then one day,
tell me how we can cut ourselves away from this binding
fate.”
How can they free themselves from their cursed
blood so that the three of them could once again live
happily together?
It was a problem with no apparent solution.
“I will. I will study hard and I will definitely find the
answer and tell you one day, Ani’ue,” promised Guido.
But up until now, he had yet to find the solution.
Maybe, before he could find the answer, he would
be...
“...punished.”
Countless little black hands descended down from
the ceiling and attacked Guido all at once. Leti and
Friedhelm, who were supposedly lying beside him, were
now gone. He tried escaping from the black hands
clawing at him, but he could not as the numerous hands
grabbed onto his limbs, restraining whatever form of
resistance he made. Then one of the hands reached for
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his neck. His body bounced up in surprise—and he woke
up.
“A dream?”
Guido wiped off the sweat from his forehead. He
could vividly recall the tight grips of the black hands. He
touched his throat and commanded himself to calm
down.
“Those black hands again....”
Maybe there was one part of him who wanted to see
that dream. That part of him who wanted to be punished.
He sat up and placed the blanket on the couch. He
sat there for a while longer, telling himself that he would
only stay until his head cleared up. He would only stay
until the nostalgic warmth lingering on the sofa cooled
down. He covered his eyes with his palm and sighed
deeply, breathing out everything that had piled up inside
him.
Guido slowly stood up after gathering enough energy
to his feet. He walked towards the door and opened it.
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He found Leti’s knight standing on guard outside. The
knight slightly bowed his head to the prince.
“Your Highness, how are you feeling? Would you like
to rest a little longer? The party is still quite lively and
may not be ending any time soon.”
“No, ‘tis all right. I’ve had enough.”
Duke would never know the weight behind Guido’s
words. The only thing he could understand was that
Guido no longer wanted to stay.
“Please wait, your Highness,” Duke called out to stop
Guido who was already heading towards the garden.
“Please forgive my tardiness in giving the proper
greetings when I became Princess Leticia’s knight.”
“Is that all you have to say?”
Duke’s apology was nothing else but polite. But his
eyes conveyed something different that was so intense
even Guido could have not missed it.

- 34 -

Okobore Hime to Entaku no Kishi: A Queen’s Conditions

“Then, please allow me to take this chance to say
more. Her Highness told me to look after you. But I am
certain she wanted me to guard you. Pardon my
impudence; I do not trust you that much.”
Duke’s hand was resting on the nil of his sword, a
way of saying that he was ready to draw his sword if the
prince would dare lay even a finger on his master.
Guido sent Duke a glare as cold as his steel blue eyes.
But that was not enough to thwart Duke. “How do
you see my master, your Highness?”
“I do not have to answer to a knight like you.” Guido
coldly swore at Duke and quickly walked pass him.
Duke, however, did not allow him to pass and
grabbed his shoulder tightly.
“I thought so. I don’t mind using force to get my
answers.”
“Let go of me.”
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“I refuse. Her Highness...” Even though something like
that happened, even though she is still confused, even though she
knows what she’s doing is foolish... “...is genuinely worried
about you Prince Guido!”
“What do you know? You’ve only been her knight for
a few months!” Guido shouted, letting his emotions get
the best of him—a rare event for someone like Guido
who could easily suppress his emotions with logic.
Guido grabbed Duke’s collar. “Listen well. Protect
Leti from everything! If not, I will be the one going after
your neck.” Guido pushed the surprised knight and left
him dumbfounded.
“I think I’ve heard the same spiel from someone else.
Anyway, this means that Prince Guido *is* worried about
her Highness.”
This was better than the two of them hating each
other. Guido reciprocated Leti’s concern for him,
whatever the meaning behind it might be.
And that was a bit of a relief.
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Duke, deciding whether to go after the prince looked
at Guido walking away. Then he saw a black hand
grabbing Guido’s feet and he did not seem to notice.
“What is that?”
But when Duke blinked for a moment, the black
hand was nowhere in sight.
“Am I imagining things?” *Maybe it was just a shadow*
Duke told himself.

After Guido went home without even saying goodbye,
Leti returned her younger siblings and cousins to their
respective governesses. She went back to her room only
to find something inside that rendered her speechless and
Duke, following her, was dumbfounded.
“This is a little awful, is it not?” Leti said though the
state her room was nowhere near “a little”. Anyone else
might faint or feel sick just at the mere sight of it.
“Duke, call Leon. This can be cleaned up later.”
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Leti’s room where Guido was sleeping a few
moments ago was filled with countless black handprints.
There were prints on every part of the room, from the
ceiling, to the walls, on the furniture, and on the floor.
The handprints appeared to be random at first, but upon
closer inspection, the hands were most concentrated on
the couch where Guido slept.
“Prince Guido?” whispered Duke. His initial reaction
was to suspect the prince who was there a while ago. This
was a natural conclusion to come up with since he was
left alone in the room and a prime suspect with the magic
circle incidents.
Leti, however, remained calm and collected and
examined the handprints. She tried to fit her hands with
one of the black hands and concluded, “Prince Guido
could have not done this. The prints are even smaller
than my hand. These could only belong to a child.”
“Then some children who attended the tea party?”
“Ahahaha That would be impossible too,”
commented Leonhardt as he entered the room and took a
closer look at the handprints.
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“What I mean is that these prints did not come from
human hands. See the fingers.”
Leti hummed at Leonhardt’s better observation. “So
after the curse circles, we now have handprints of a
monster from the unknown. The incidents are becoming
more and more ominous.” She stretched out her hand to
one of the black handprints and traced it with her fingers.
“Oi!” cried Duke, but Leti ignored him and held up
her now dirtied finger close to her face to check the dirt.
“Charcoal? Dried mud?”
“It has been sunny all day, right? Where do you think
they got this much dirt to make mud? Well, putting that
aside, I find this too intricate to be a prank. Don’t you
think so? They gave so much effort to do this. They
would have to prepare the charcoal-mud mixture first and
then they had to dab their hand vigorously on everything.
*Hmmm* this is surreal,” were Leonhardt’s earnest
observations.
Leti went out of the room to ask a maid to bring a
cloth for her to wipe her fingers. She waited for her maid
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to come back outside the room. This allowed her the
time to look at the whole fiasco from the doorway.
“...Now, I cannot convince myself anymore that these are
just simple handprints.”
“Ane’ue?”
“Look at the blanket on the couch. That is not a
simple print. It is gripping something. A simple handprint
would only cover the exposed surface of the blanket. But
this peculiar one went all the way around the blanket as if
it was holding something.”
This rendered the three of them to a perfect silence,
each busy trying to come up with an explanation about
the hands.
A maid broke their reverie. “Your Highness, Prince
Friedhelm has arrived. To which room should I let him
stay?”
“He really has impeccable timing in times like this. It
will be too troublesome if he senses something is amiss.
Prepare a room far from here. Have this room cleaned
while I talk with him. No one should know about this.
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Leon, if you want to examine this, do it now. Duke, come
with me.”
“Yes, yes, yes. I shall do as I please.”
Leti left Leonhardt in her room and went out to
welcome her uninvited guest.
“Your Highness, aren’t we going to report this to the
Order?” asked Duke.
“Give me some time to think if this is related with the
recent incidents first.”
“Of course it is. It’s clear that this is directed towards
the Royal Family. I think we should report this and
reinforce security around you and the others.”
“If the target is truly the “Royal Family”. I think we
can narrow down the probable targets.” * It can be me.*
But Leti could not tell Duke and swallowed it down.
“Anyway, just remember not to let anything about
this reach Prince Friedhelm,” emphasized Leti before
they entered the room where Friedhelm was waiting.
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“A pleasant day Prince Friedhelm. Do you not think
it to be quite early for a secret meeting? It is still bright
outside.”
“I really wanted to come here earlier but Guido came
today, right?”
“Yes, he did.”
“So I avoided him. Do I really have to spell
everything? It’d be too unnatural if we were seen together
aside from the secret meetings you orchestrate out to be
tea parties.”
Leti nodded her agreement to what Friedhelm said.
“Then what brings you here?”
“I came here on Mother’s request. She asked me to
tell you that she longs for your company and is inviting
you to visit her at Cattleya Palace. She said it has been
quite lonely there and your presence will be highly
appreciated.”
Cattleya Palace was where the Queen consorts lived.
Men were generally not allowed to enter there.
Friedhelm’s mother, the Third Queen Rosalind was on
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good terms with the other queens, Guido’s mother the
Second Queen Sofia and Leti’s mother, the First Queen
Julienne. The three queens used to live there
harmoniously, but now, only Queen Rosalind was left.
“I understand. I know how quiet it must have
become now,” Leti acknowledged the invitation extended
to her and knew there was something else to this
conversation. “Duke, please go outside.”
“As you wish,” obeyed Duke and he went out of the
room.
Friedhelm left his own knights outside as a sign that
he wanted to talk privately with Leti. She caught that
signal and agreed with his unstated request.
Once Duke was out of earshot, Leti asked for
Friedhelm’s true intentions. “Please tell Queen Rosalind I
will pay her a visit one of these days. So what are you
really here for?”
“Not too far from what I’ve said already. Mother was
asking why won’t you return to Cattleya Palace.”
“Me? To Cattleya Palace?”
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Leti used to live there when her mother was still alive.
But after her mother died due to sickness, she decided to
move out and live in the separate Royal Villa. It was too
dangerous for her and Leonhardt to continue living there
now that their shield, their mother, was lost and they
would be too open for attacks. The Royal Villa, on the
other hand, was under their mother’s family, and
therefore a safe place for them to stay. This was the best
course of action in order to protect Leonhardt, the son of
the First Queen and a true pure blood royal, from
assassination attempts.
“I agree with mother’s suggestion, you know? It ain’t
good to have the heir living in just a villa.”
“I see your point, but Cattleya Palace is not a choice.
I cannot have Duke there.”
If Rosalind was lonely, Leti would pay her a visit.
However, if she moved residence, it would be to
somewhere else other than Cattleya Palace. She was
thinking of a plan when Friedhelm asked her a question.

- 45 -

Chapter III: Discovered Attack

“Hey. If you become the Queen, what will you do to
Cattleya Palace? Your husband is definitely not a ‘Queen
Consort’. Are you gonna leave it vacant?”
“Well, I do not mind if Queen Rosalind continues
using it.”
“I don’t think mother plans on doing that. What now?
Will you create your own harem?”
Leti did everything she could not to punch her vulgar
brother and swore that one day, she would make him
learn his lesson on propriety. If she did that, she would
definitely be going down the road to becoming the
Heartbreaker Queen at full speed.
“Joking aside though, why don’t you consider my
personal opinion on the matter? How about making
Cattleya Palace as the temporary home of the heir until
your coronation? If you become Cattleya’s mistress, your
sons can enter the palace but, I, as your ‘brother’ can no
longer go inside.”
With this, Leti finally understood what her brother
wanted to say.
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Only the Queen Consorts and their children could
stay in Cattleya Palace. However, as per tradition, princes
who have come of age at thirteen would leave Cattleya
and take residence in the Royal Palace. The princes then
could still come to Cattleya and visit their mothers who
were the present mistresses of the place. So if Leti moved
there and became its mistress, her *brothers* could no
longer get in.
*In other words, he was worried about me. That was a very
roundabout way of saying it.*
Friedhelm saw what Guido tried to do to Leti and he
has probably been worried sick about this since then. It
had bothered him so much that he even came all this way
just to tell Leti to create a place where her brother Guido
could no longer come near her.
“I will consider your suggestion. Thank you for it. I
will think about coming back to the Royal Palace. Leon is
already old enough and will be fine even if I leave him
alone here.”
Attempts on Leti’s life may still be prevalent, but the
same could no longer be said for Leonhardt. There was
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no longer any reason for him to be targeted. He no
longer needed her protection.
“Staying here for long would cause speculations. If
you have nothing more to say, I suggest you leave now,”
said Leti. That ended their conversation and Friedhelm
agreed to it. He was about to leave when he remembered
something.
“Do you have enough guards here? Duke is your only
knight, right?”
“Mother’s family is lending some of their men. We
have enough. Besides, I do not think having many guards
can win against a curse.”
The only thing that can counter a curse is the Sword
of White Light, which Astrid currently possessed. Leti
was planning to ask for his help when the need arose.
“Curse? I think half of the blood flowing in me is
more of a curse than those cryptic circles.”
Friedhelm could be referring to either his royal blood
or the blood of the Lauensteins. It was most likely the
latter, the blood as one of the Three Grand Marquises.
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“Wonder why people never forget the fact when
something was stolen from them, but always forget the
fact when they were the ones who stole something,”
Friedhelm said.
Land, money, lover. The moment someone
succeeded in stealing away something, the stolen thing
becomes their own. Then the person from whom this
was stolen from would never forget about it because it
was originally theirs. Since it belonged to them first, they
would have to steal it back.
“The ‘royal blood’ was stolen away from them and
they were stripped of their titles as dukes and became the
Grand Marquises. Now they only remembered the fact
about the stealing. They have forgotten the reason why it
was taken away from them in the first place. I’m sure that
Guido, coming from the Eulenbergs, has heard the same
plea as I did. Their pleas sound like a chant for a curse.”
*This is our life-long wish! Restore Lauenstein’s place
in the Royal Family!*
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This plea had turned half of Friedhelm’s blood into a
curse that took form as chains strangling him to this
never-ending battle for political power.
“To steal back what was stolen from you. Get it back
no matter what. Do not stop until you have claimed it
back. That’s what they want. ‘Bout you? What’d you do?”
Friedhelm shot Leti a question.
“Probably the same as you. I would want it back. I
am human, after all,” answered Leti.
Leti was the reincarnation of the Knight King, but
she was no god. Leti completely understood that she was
only human, a normal person. If something was taken
away from her, she would surely be emotional and would
do everything to get it back.
“Hmmm,” was all Friedhelm replied. His expression
was unreadable and Leti could not tell if he was satisfied
or not with her answer. He left with, “See you tomorrow.”

The next day, Friedhelm was surprised to see Leti
without Duke escorting her for the day’s meeting. He
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immediately wanted to ask her about her knight’s absence,
but only had the chance to do so after the meeting was
over.
“He had some errands to run to outside. He shall be
back by noon,” was Leti’s reply to his query.
“Then at least have that guard dog with you if Duke’s
not available. If you don’t want him, then give him to me.”
“Do you expect me to go around the castle with a
dog in tow? What are you trying to suggest?”
“She doesn’t get it,” whispered Friedhelm and said
nothing else.
Leti decided to excuse herself before the topic went
to his prospective husband candidates for her. She bid
him goodbye and walked on in search of a place to think.
Today’s meeting was once again filled mostly with
stupid men; this was the only thing Leti could think of to
write in her diary. Holding in a sigh, she continued to
walk towards the perfect place to do some thinking. With
the guards she borrowed from her father, she proceeded
on to the Long Gallery of Kings.
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However, someone else was there before her.
“Lord Borel...”
Borel was an earl under Guido’s faction. He was also
one of the prime suspects for the magic circle incidents
even though he was widely known to be a firm believer in
the Royal Family Faith. He was probably here in the
Long Gallery, to appreciate the portraits of the kings of
the past.
Leti put on her princess smile and walked towards the
earl. This was the perfect time to conduct a discreet
investigation about him.
“Oh, your Highness,” the earl greeted lively. “It is an
honour to see you here. I had just come to greet our
kings. I have been quite busy lately and did not have the
time to pay them a visit,” he continued. He was supposed
to be exhausted with all the things he was speculated to
be doing. But his current energetic mood did not match
the suspicions presently laid upon him.
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*If he was being forced to curse the Royal Family in
contradiction to his belief, how can he be smiling this way? I thought
he would not even be able to face the kings he reveres.*
“Please your Highness, take your time here. I shall
excuse myself.”
Leti stopped thinking when Borel told her he was
more than glad to leave the Long Gallery for her
Highness.
“No, there is no need for you to do that. I would not
wish to drive away the first visitor. Besides, we have a lot
of room here. But please do stay with me when a noisy
knight finds me here and get scolded together. I have
been told not to wander around too much due to the
recent magic incidents.” Leti touched on the topic of the
cursed circles herself in order to see what would the earl’s
reaction be.
“I doubt there would be any insolent fool to curse
our next queen, your Highness. Though if there is, I am
certain they would be severely punished by God.”

- 53 -

Chapter III: Discovered Attack

His answer was unexpected. His words conveyed
nothing else but the strong faith of a believer of the Royal
Family. Leti gave a vague smile to Borel’s profession of
faith. The contradiction in his state made her wonder that
maybe Borel facing the direction of the circle was just a
pure coincidence.
“I am looking forward as to how your Highness’
portrait would look like. I personally recommend having
it drawn right after your coronation. I am sure it will be
beautiful. Your Highness, if you wouldn’t mind, may I
know who are you visiting today?”
“King Karlheinz, my great-grandfather. Did you have
the chance to meet him?”
“Unfortunately, I was too young to remember, your
Highness. But I do remember King Karlheinz’ Second
Queen. Even though she was from a noble family of low
rank, she was lady worthy to be part of the Royal Family.”
Leti’s great-grandmother used to work as a court lady
in the castle. After Karlheinz’ first Queen left him, he
began to take notice of her. She was known to be very
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genteel and kind. Their love story was very popular as a
real life fairy tale.
“Prince Guido and I have been told to look a lot like
our great-grandmother.”
Leti mentioned Guido to once again see how the earl
would react. If Guido was forcing him to cooperate with
magic circles, he might have some kind of reaction to his
name.
But Borel did not have any noticeable reaction and
simply gave his agreement. “Yes, indeed, your Highness
looks very much like the late queen. But for Prince
Guido...”
Leti wanted to ask for the rest of his sentence when a
stranger’s voice broke their conversation.
“My lord!”
Borel was startled when he heard his servant’s voice.
He cleared his throat and faced his servant. He was
informed that he already had to return and the earl
nodded.
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“Their dispositions are not alike. Prince Guido’s and
Her Majesty’s. Your Highness, if you wouldn’t mind, I
have to excuse myself.” Borel nodded and walked out of
the gallery together with his servant.
Leti watched the earl go. She did not think anything
more about Borel’s comment since her greatgrandmother was said to be a warm person. This was a
complete opposite of her logical and cold brother.
“Maybe I have to reconsider and rethink these
incidents right from the start.”
There were still some more possibilities left to be
considered about the incidents.
Is the mastermind truly Guido? Or is it the
Eulenbergs? Or maybe someone else they were yet to
discover?
“I think I should take a break first to refresh myself.
Paying Queen Rosalind might be a good idea.”
Leti went to Cattleya Palace, since she was already
within the vicinity. As she climbed up the stairs to Queen
Rosalind’s room, she passed by the ballroom and saw the
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white lilies from the window. The late Queen Sofia loved
these lilies and she could not help but gaze at the
beautiful flowers.
“I see you have fulfilled your promise sooner than
expected. But, how long are you going to stare at that?
You came here to visit someone, right?”
“Good day, Prince Friedhelm. I see you have come to
visit as well.”
Friedhelm was standing beside Leti who was looking
at the flowers for some time already. But he, on the other
hand, was not looking at the immaculate flowers. He was
looking at the blond man standing in front of the
flowerbed.
“He’s still there. He sure doesn’t get tired at looking
at those,” said Friedhelm who had already seen Guido in
the same place earlier.
How long was he standing there? Why did he stay
there for so long? His recent actions really seemed to be
different from the Guido they knew.
*Should I call him? Should I leave him alone?’*
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This situation was the perfect timing for her to ask
‘why’ and there was no need for her to orchestrate one.
Why was he so concerned about the circles? Why did
he try to assault her?
*Leti, you were the one who decided to know and act innocent
about it. Get a grip! Do not hesitate now.* If anything happens,
she could just scream at the top of her lungs and her
voice would already resonate around the whole Cattleya
Palace.
*This is the perfect chance!* Leti said as she scolded
herself to approach her brother.
“I shall go down and talk to him. He might be
worrying about something and I...”
“Quit it.” Friedhelm sharply said, cutting his sister’s
words as he grabbed her hand to stop her.
“Why are you stopping me?”
“*You* are not supposed to go there. Don’t give
Guido your half-hearted kindness.”
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Leti felt embarrassed when Friedhelm called her halfhearted without knowing her real intentions. She thought
that Friedhelm already saw what her actions would be;
she was only showing kindness in consideration of their
political standing and that would be it. But Friedhelm was
pertaining to a different half-hearted kindness.
“Tell me, what’d you do if you fell in love with
someone you should not?”
“What would I do? I might be confused at first but I
think I would give him up.”
Before she accepted her fate to be the heir to the
throne, she also had dreamt about being in love as a
normal girl would. She had considered different scenarios
like what would she do if she fell in love with someone of
low rank. Would they elope like what couples do in the
novels? Would she choose her heart over her
responsibility for the country? There were many choices
to consider, but she knew herself well enough to be able
to say she would only have chosen one and nothing else.
Should it happen she fall in love with someone she
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should not; she would give up that love. Leti knew that
for a fact.
“But what if you cannot completely give up and erase
your feelings?”
“I will still stand by my choice. But if the feeling is
that strong, I might end up doing something I did not
mean to.”
“That’s it. The stronger the control on the mind, the
wilder it can be once the control has gone loose and that
“I-do-not-mean-to” things happen. Now if you did
something like that, how would you like your partner to
react? Would you want compassion? Kindness?”
Leti thought again on the answer to Friedhelm’s
question. If such a situation happened, she would like her
partner to, “...give a clear rejection.”
“That’s a good girl. Now, you know what you should
do.”
She should not go down there and call on Guido. She
should go home now and continue rejecting him. If
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Guido truly loved Leti in a way he should not, a clear
rejection is definitely what he wanted Leti to do.
Leti reluctantly gave up this chance to investigate and
walked her way out of the palace. But before she could go,
Cornelia called up to her.
Cornelia looked up to Leti as her beautiful and smart
older sister. She was happy when she learned that Leti
came to visit Cattleya Palace so she was quite
disheartened to see her going home after talking only
with Friedhelm. She called Leti to stop and grabbed on
her sleeve, wanting to have a chance to talk to her.
“Leti Onee-sama, Guido Onii-sama has not paid us a
visit recently. When mother moved to the South Rest
House, he even invited me to visit her every month. But
ever since mother passed away, Cattleya Palace has been
so lonely and quiet.”
Leti could understand Cornelia’s loneliness due to the
loss of her mother and the recent aloofness of her
brother.
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“Cornelia, Prince Guido is also sad about losing
Queen Sofia. But he is so busy, he did not even have the
chance to feel the loneliness, so you have to be kind and
gentle with him. Can you do that?” In my place, for I can no
longer do so... continued Leti in her mind.
Ever since Guido became their primary suspect, Leti
kept on telling herself that there was a reason why the
circle was not drawn during Cornelia’s birthday party.
That Guido still wanted to respect and celebrate his
sister’s birthday.
“Onii-sama is also lonely?”
“Yes. So if he comes to visit, stay with him all the
time.”
After she left Guido to his sister’s care, she started
walking again and did as Friedhelm told her. She walked
back straight to Royal Villa without even sparing a glance
to the garden where Guido stood.


Leti had no plans on going to the Knight King’s
Space tonight, but when she noticed it, she was already
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there. Leti laughed softly. She was laughing at herself for
once again succeeding in escaping reality. Then she heard
a loud noise echo across the room.
Oswald was shouting, “Please! Tell me what will
become of this kingdom! What will he do?” He was
grabbing the Heart-broken King, King Ludgar’s arm.
Oswald was normally quiet with eyes showing his
acceptance and surrender of everything. But right now,
his eyes were raging as he asked Ludgar, a reincarnation
of the Knight King after him, from his future.
“What’d you do if I tell you?”
“If it’s bad, I shall change it! This power is here for a
cause!”
Leti was confused on what was happening. The Lion
King Alexander saw her bewildered expression and
beckoned her to come near him and stay away from the
two kings.
“What happened to King Oswald?”
“I smell blood. Maybe he’s right after he was cut.”
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Leti looked at the place where Oswald’s left arm was,
but she only found traces of blood.
Alexander’s words were true.
Oswald bestowed the Sword of Steel Iron to his dear
cousin, the crown prince as a gift and as protection
hoping he would come back alive. Years passed and his
cousin did return alive. But he was no longer the Crown
Prince of Sommevesle. He cut Oswald’s arm using the
same sword granted to him. He was no longer a prince
but a prisoner of war who surrendered to the enemies.
“Why won’t you tell me? Please, let me know what
will happen!”
“I don’t have any particular reason, but I don’t feel
like telling you. Hey, old man! Don’t just watch. Say
something to him! Do we really have the power to
change the future?” Ludgar asked Alexander who was
passively watching his exchange with Oswald.
“Who knows? Maybe yes.
Alexander’s nonchalant reply.
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“That’s a lie! If you wanted, you could have changed
your future! If you kill King Julius, your future definitely
would have taken a different turn. You will live. Why
won’t you do that?”
“Because we are still humans. We may have the
powers from the Knight King, but at the end of the day,
we are not god. We are humans trying to live the best of
the limited time we have with whatever we’ve got. We
can’t rewind our own lives as we are desperately living it.
And that’s why the Knight King loved our existence. You
know that.”
Oswald released Ludgar’s hand and faced Alexander.
“But this power from him is a power from a god! If we
desire for something to happen, surely we could make it
happen! You still have the choice to reconcile with King
Julius!”
“My Prime Minister wanted me dead and attempted a
coup d’état. There’s no way I could let that pass. The
moment he did that, the path for a reconciliation had
been lost. The only future left is for either one of us to be
gone.”
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“Then, surely, there is a future where you lived and
King Julius perished!”
“Impossible. I cannot kill Juli.”
Leti swallowed her breath at Alexander’s next words.
“And maybe that’s why I’d die.”
Alexander said it like it was the most natural end he
would ever meet. The Lion King knew of his fate and he
had accepted it. His title perfectly captured his true
essence, a strong and brave lion.
Leti gritted her teeth as she reflected on what she had
been doing in her own share of reality.
I...I thought we could fix our relationship and work together.
That naivety made my heart weak. I have to steel my resolve again.
A king should be able to give his judgment bereft of his own
emotions. A king could send away anyone into exile, even his own
brothers—all for the sake of his country.
Seeing hope in a harmonious relationship with her
brothers softened her resolve. She has accepted before
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the fate that on the day she ascended the throne, her
brothers would already be dead.
“Listen. Destiny is set. We may have the power to
know the future, but we don’t have the power to alter it.
You either live with it in despair or try to have hope only
to be beaten by despair at the end. Having a choice on
how to live with it is at least better than having none at all.
I’m so glad to be a reincarnation of the Knight King.”
“...But still...” stammered Oswald.
“Go back to reality. Get some Sleep. ‘Cause unlike
me, you still have a future. Live together with despair.”
Alexander said as he stretched out his hand covering
Oswald’s eyes. The moment his hand touched Oswald’s
face, Oswald vanished.
“What did you do?” Asked Leti.
“Sent him back. The Sword of the Great Earth will
heal his wound, but his strength won’t return unless he
sleeps and rests.”
Leti was amazed to know that the Knight King’s
power allowed them to do that. Probably out of all the
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reincarnations of the Knight King, she was the most
unfamiliar of the full extent of their powers. The need to
use it never came so she did not try to discover more
about it.
Ludgar’s voice spoke as if he came up with something.
“Hmmm...Sometimes, I think that the Knight King’s
power...” but he did not continue and swallowed down
his words. He soon bid goodbye, leaving Leti and
Alexander alone.
“Queen Leticia, make sure you become a queen who
can ask the question ‘why’. If not, you’ll become like this.”
And Leti found herself sent back to reality with his
small piece of advice.


It was closer to morning than night. Leti found
herself awake in this peculiar time of the day and could
not find sleep again, no matter how many times she
tossed and turned on her bed.
Be a queen who can ask the question why. If not, you’ll
become like this.
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If she continued without asking Guido why, then his
assault on her will be forgotten and finally considered as
if it did not happen at all. But the chessboard would still
remain and get covered in dust. They were that kind of
people.
Leti decided to get up and silently left her room. She
knew the villa like the back of her hand. It was no
surprise that she was able to reach the room of her
destination without anyone noticing her. She silently
opened the door and entered his room.
“Thank you for your hard work,” was Leti’s unusual
greeting of appreciation for her knight.
He must have been so tired that he no longer cared
about removing his jacket and changing out of his
uniform before he plunged down his bed for sleep. Most
likely, he was asked to help as a guard for the reinforced
security as preventive measures for the magic incident.
And he was just supposed to be a trainer for the new
knights now. When morning came, he would be up and
alert, all ready to be her guard and she would not even
hear a word of complaint about it.
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“It sure is great to be a man, to have that much
strength.” I won’t last longer than three days if I did that. She
thought as she sat on the edge of Duke’s bed. Looking at
Duke’s sleeping face somehow calmed her.
Then Duke slowly opened his eyes, because either he
felt Leti’s rude gaze or he felt the presence of someone
else inside his room. Or maybe his sleep simply just got
shallower.
“Your...Highness...?” Duke said hazily.
Duke opened his eyes and the first thing he saw was
his too beautiful of a master inside his room. She was not
his type though.
He thought she was a dream. Or is this real?
The thought blasted all the drowsiness he felt and
bolted him awake, “Did anything happen?”
He instinctively took hold of his sword lying beside
his bed. He thought something grave happened enough
for Leti to come to his own bedroom.
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Leti apologized for waking him up without looking at
him. “I did not mean to wake you up. Nothing has
happened. You can go back to sleep.”
“Nothing?”
“Yes. Nothing. I just came on a whim.”
Duke looked at Leti again and this time, properly. She
was sitting on his bed.
What the? Does she even know she is also a lady?
She came into a man’s bedroom at night and was
sitting on his bed. This too beautiful of a sheltered princess
clearly did not know what those actions meant.
But that was his initial reaction. Soon his mind started
working. No, it’s too roundabout and hard to understand. But her
Highness is...
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Leti, at the most unexpected timing, would
sometimes falter for a moment. Duke did not know what
could trigger that, and he had already given up trying to
understand. Maybe it was a part of her she would never
show him, no matter how much he gained her trust.
He sat up next to Leti and purposely let out a deep,
deep sigh.
“This is just a boring story,” started Duke as he
pictured at the back of his mind a younger version of his
dear friend.
“If I were to describe Prince Friedhelm in one word
during our Academy days, it would be trouble.”
He was made to follow the prince’s every whim that
he sometimes got fed up with it. There were times that
their petty squabbles ended up escalating into fistfights.
Duke’s tone suggested he did not mean it as a joke. There
was truth in his voice. Leti could only respond with a wry
smile since she fully knew how annoying her oldest
brother could be.
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“I cannot say those are good old memories. Even if I
think about it now, those times were really trouble. But...”
Duke recalled those few moments the two of them
shared the same dream for the unknown future. Their
youth made them believe that their path is leading them
towards nothing else but light.
“...it was fun,” concluded Duke. He was not aware
that he was smiling.
True, Friedhelm was complete trouble for him.
Trouble supposedly was not a fun thing. But it was with
Friedhelm. Nothing could replace those two years they
spent together in the Knight Academy.
“Even though he was nothing but trouble?” asked
Leti.
“Yeah. He sometimes annoyed me to the brim but it
was fun. I probably matured up some years because of
Prince Friedhelm. I learned it was possible to live in
harmony with someone I thought I’d never get along
with.”
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He said it indirectly, but surely, his smart master
would be able to read in between the lines. She would get
his message that he understands that she did not
particularly want to talk, that she simply wanted to be
with someone and that he would stay by her side for as
long as she wanted him there.
“Stay for as long as you want. But don’t go to any
other man’s room like this. Got that?”
Duke might be an understanding knight, but he
thought he should properly warn Leti about this. Leti,
however, was shocked that he took the effort to remind
her about something so obvious.
“Of course. I am not going to any other man’s room
aside from yours.”
This meant that Leti did not see him as a man. But
the answer still made him happy. It was quite pleasant to
know she trusts him that much.
“Duke, do you remember that time when I secretly
met with Prince Guido?”
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“You mean that time you went on your own without
telling me?”
“Yes. When you scolded me about that, I told you we
were talking about something no one else should know
about. But that was a lie. I did not promise to meet with
him. I went there to check on the circle again alone.”
That was the time when everything started. Why was
Guido there? What was he doing?
“When I came back to the site of the first circle, I
accidentally met Prince Guido who was there alone,
without any of his knights. What do you think about it?”
“Hearing that makes him more and more suspicious,
I think.”
At that time, Leti thought the target of the curses
were the Royal Family. So Guido, then, was a victim and
not a suspect in her eyes. Now he was being suspected
due to a different angle.
“If he has someone he would like to curse to death,
then maybe it is me. I took the crown from him.”
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Duke was supposed to give his agreement on this but,
“No. It’s not you.”
“Why? Normally you would be the one jumping to
this conclusion.”
Leti was surprised at Duke’s blatant disagreement on
her deduction.
“Even if he is the one behind all these, I am sure that
you are definitely not his target. He told me to protect
you with my life. His eyes were serious when he told me
that. He isn’t someone who’d hurt his own sister.” Duke
proclaimed with sincere and truthful eyes.
That relieved Leti, even just for a bit. “Did he really
tell you that? You are not making it up?”
“Do you think I am a man capable of spontaneously
conjuring up an elaborate lie just to please a lady?”
“A tactless lie? Yes,” Leti paused and then softly
continued, “I do hope what he told you was true.” She
said it with a voice so gentle, it sounded like a young girl
fervently wishing upon a star.
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Leti kept silent for a while and softly bid goodbye to
her knight.
“I shall go back to my room now.”
Duke was willing to let her stay until sunrise or for as
long as she liked, but Leti stood up and walked towards
the door. This time, her back was straight and her
shoulders squared. Her eyes were determined. Leti
refused his offer to escort her back, but he ignored her
refusal and walked with her back to her own room.
“Sorry for troubling you.”
“This is a part of the job.”
“No, this is no longer a part of it. You are simply
kind.”
It was dark, but Leti’s fleeting smile did not escape
Duke’s eyes.
“Then as an apology, I shall let you ask me one
question.”
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Right now, Leti felt like she would answer to
whatever Duke would ask her.
There were a lot of questions that flooded his mind,
but the first one that popped up in his mind was a
question that had been troubling him for the longest time.
Only his pride would not let him ask her about it.
“Well then, tell me the name of your second knight if
you have already decided who it would be.”
A particular junior in the Order flashed at the back of
his mind, a junior far stronger than he was.
Asking the question took a lot of courage from Duke.
But Leti seemed to be oblivious about that fact and
simply nodded in thought.
“I guess it will be fine to tell you. I have already set
my cap on my next knight.”
Leti walked closer to Duke and gently placed her
hand on his shoulder. She tipped her toes to reach
Duke’s ear. She covered her mouth with her other hand.
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It was in the middle of the night and there was no
one else around, but Leti purposely created the
atmosphere of having a ‘secret talk’.
She whispered to Duke the name of her second
knight and slowly stepped back.
“Really?” was Duke’s surprised question.
“Yes. Good night,” bid Leti.
Surely, this time she could sleep peacefully. Duke
heard the calmness in her voice and replied with the same
greeting, “Good night,” and added, “Remember to take a
break once in a while. Go on your incognito walks, play
chess. Whatever or wherever it’ll be, I’ll be with you.”
“How can that be a break if you will be with me?”
Leti bid him a good night again and closed her door,
the sound echoing in the stillness of the room.
“I think, I have found a bit of my answer for my
assignment. If living in harmony with something I
thought irreconcilable is possible, surely...”
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But for now, what Leti needed was more information
to know the truth. She was a bit reluctant to go, but she
had to pay a visit once again tonight to the Knight King’s
Space to search for answers.


Leti once again found herself in the Knight King’s
Space. Lion King Alexander and Heartbroken King
Ludgar were present. One-arm King Oswald was not
there.
The concept of time did not exist in this particular
space. So the continuation of her earlier visit did not and
will not exist.
“Yo! Queen Leticia!”
“Hello King Alexander. I have something to ask you.”
Leti sat beside him, deciding that he would be the
better informant to ask about something in the past.
“Is it possible for curses to work in this world where
magic no longer exists?”
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“Curses?” inquired Alexander, his head tilting on one
side.
Leti summarized the events that happened recently in
her side of reality.
Magic circles, obviously for a curse, were drawn
multiple times around the Royal Castle. The target was
unclear, whether it was she, the Royal family as a whole,
or just another member. Another piece of information
was that impurities were coming from those.
“Who noticed the impurities? You.”
“No. The knight bearing the Sword of White Light.”
“If White Light says so, then there’s no mistaking it.
That magic circle is working as it is supposed to.
Probably a book containing correct information on magic
escaped the burning. Just ask White Light to purify it.”
Just as Leti thought, as long as Astrid with the Sword
of White Light was there, the curse could still be
controlled. But this information only confirmed what she
already knew.
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Alexander continued his explanation. “There was
probably a book to counter that curse or to trace back
who the caster was, but such a book no longer exists in
my time nor yours. Magical elements barely existed in our
times.”
The gods, the sources of magic, had disappeared
from this world. When they left, ancient magical entities
such as fairies and nature sprites disappeared as well. Leti
and the others knew not whether they had only gone into
hiding or had completely vanished and gone extinct.
“Do you know of a curse that leaves countless black
handprints behind?”
“Is that a curse or a prank? I think it’d be cute if they
were paw prints, right?” Ludgar light-heartedly chipped in.
“No. They were not cute paw prints nor simple
human handprints. I can say they were horrendous
handprints of an unknown creature.” Leti drew a likeness
of one of the handprints.
“Handprints? It sounds more like a summoning spell
to me than a curse,” Alexander said after contemplating
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the situation. He jokingly added, “Tell me afterwards
what it summoned. I’ll give it a try if a dragon comes out.”
“If it was a dragon, I would not even have a room to
return to.”
Leti already drew and described that the handprints
were the size of a small child. Alexander, however, let his
imagination run loose. Ludgar’s eyes also sparkled as he
heard the word ‘dragon’.
“And lastly,” continued Leti, “I know who you truly
are,” was Leti’s soft whisper.
It did not escape Ludgar’s ears and he was surprised
at Leti’s words. “Eh! What do you know about me?”
“Hmmm? I was not referring to you,” clarified Leti.
“Then me? I’ve got quite a handful of things you
might know about me and I can’t guess which,” said
Alexander.
“It is not about you either.”
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Leti was getting tired at their stupid replies when
epiphany suddenly dawned on her. What did Alexander
say again?
“Why would you have many ideas to share if
someone suddenly tells you they know who you truly are?
I understand that we have a secret identity as the
reincarnation of the Knight King, but other than that,
what other secrets would you have?”
“Don’t you have one? I’m sure everyone has one or
two things they’re hiding. Like a disgusting habit or being
a womanizer,” Ludgar sent Alexander a glance when he
said womanizer. “I mean those are still parts of who you
are.”
“Did someone tell you that?” Alexander asked Leti.
“More like written. It was inscribed next to every
circle that was drawn.”
“That’s an interesting threat. The criminal should be
ecstatic right now.”

- 85 -

Chapter III: Discovered Attack

Leti suddenly remembered Guido at this comment.
He was nowhere near ecstatic. He looked more like
troubled and tormented.
“Think about this. The criminal is currently watching
how the victim trembles in fear and trepidation. And
from that safe distance he is enjoying everything that is
happening to his victim. Hey old man, I bet you’ve tried
doing that, haven’t you?”
“Well, I did say something close to that before to one
of my subjects I chose randomly. Anyone who’s hiding
something or knows something would start acting
differently and seeing their reactions is just golden.”
So the criminal would be in bliss.
And anyone who knew something would be amiss.
I might have been looking at this in the wrong way.
Now that there was a different perspective, Leti
traced back her thoughts.
What if Guido was not the one ‘cursing’ but rather
the one being ‘cursed’?
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I know who you truly are.
Guido might have a secret so these words affected
him so much. This can explain why he was going at such
lengths to investigate about the magic circles. It was
because of this that he started to act ‘suspiciously’ like
calling off their engagement and assaulting Leti.
I should calm down first and think about this right from the
start.
Leti bid her goodbyes to the other kings and went
home to her reality.


Leti woke up and got out of bed. She took a seat in
front of the chess table and blankly stared at the pieces as
she contemplated on certain things.
“If Prince Guido was the one being cursed, then it
was only natural for Astrid to sense those impurities.”
So the first question to answer was who was the one
cursing him. The second was why. And last was what
does ‘who you truly are’ pertain to.
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The puzzle still had a lot of missing pieces and she
had no clue where she should start looking for them. She
knew not who the criminal was; based on Alexander’s
words, the perpetrator should be in cloud nine right now
since the curse was doing its task.
“A dead end. Maybe I should take my monthly break
just as Duke suggested.”
Then she remembered another instance where she
heard something about a monthly habit.
Yes, Cornelia said something about doing every
month...That she and Guido would pay a visit to their
sick mother when she transferred to the rest house.
Leti stood up at the realization.
“That is peculiar. Guido Onii-sama told me in the tea
party three months ago that the last time he visited his
mother was already four months ago. That will contradict
Cornelia’s statement saying she visited every month with
him.”
She easily dismissed this information before, but now
it might just be an important part of the puzzle.
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“Why did Onii-sama lie about that?”
The simplest answer was because he did not want
anyone else to know that he was meeting with his mother.
Then, why? It was only natural for a son to visit his sick
mother. Why would he hide it?
Something probably happened between Sofia and
Guido.
“Did Queen Sofia’s ‘take care of Guido’ mean
something else?”
Sofia left Guido into Leti’s care and she repeatedly
said this to her. At that time, she thought Sofia was
asking for her cooperation when Guido became the king.
But she might have been meaning something else. It
might just be her motherly concern as well. Or maybe she
had already noticed Guido was acting strange before and
wanted to ask Leti to take care of him when she dies.
“Wait. She has been telling me this for long before...”
Sofia had told Leti these words since she was a child.
Guido’s secret might not be recent. It might be
something that had been hidden long ago in the past and
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this was the answer to the third question, what did ‘who
you truly are’ mean.
“But there are things she’d better know in advance... I know. I
wanted to myself,” were Oswald’s words during her earlier
visit in the Knight King Space. Leti shook her head in
disagreement as she remembered this.
“No, King Oswald. You did not want to know the
future. You wanted to know what your cousin was
thinking.”
Why did he betray his own country? Why did he betray you?
These are the questions plaguing your mind. And so am I. I do not
want to know about the past nor the future.
“I want to know the present. What is going on with
Guido Onii-sama right now?”
What was he trying to hide that he even lied about his
visits to Sofia.
Leti might have been wrong. Maybe Eleanor was not
the perfect person to step in. Maybe it should have been
her.

- 90 -

Okobore Hime to Entaku no Kishi: A Queen’s Conditions

The night when Duke caught a glimpse of Leti’s heart
had passed.
Leti walked towards the Observatory tower on the
rooftop of the Order’s dormitory. Duke was following
behind her. Leti was looking down on the new knights
doing their best during their morning training. She
seemed to be enjoying the view.
“Found someone fit to be your Third?”
“Yes, none other than Commander Johannes.” Leti
pointed out her finger to Johannes who was observing
the training.
“Stop asking for the impossible. I was referring to the
new ones.”
“Everyone has potential. But they are all still young.”
Leti said as she held her hair from being blown by the
wind. She looked up the sky and continued, “This is a
great view, is it not?”
She paused and took in the beautiful sight.
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“And so in the end, the only thing I can do is stand
on top. If I would be forced to choose between being a
sister and being a queen, I would choose the latter. I am
that kind of a lady.”
Leti wished to be a true queen, a true ruler standing
tall and straight in front of her people, leading her
kingdom towards the right path without ever faltering
along the way.
“Isn’t that good enough?”
“Really? I thought you were going to say I am not
cute at all.”
“I became your knight because you are like that.
You’re good as you are.”
Leti, surprised at his answer, turned and looked up to
Duke. And a rare thing happened. A genuine smile grazed
her lips.
“Big words for a such an upstart.”
Duke probably had no idea how much those words
steeled Leti’s resolve.
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“I came here today to steel my resolve as a queen.
From here on, I will go and uncover the truth with my
own hands. It may be something I will regret knowing as
a Leftover Princess, but I am certain it is something I
would be grateful to know as Queen.
Duke, stay with me for a while, would you?”
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