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CHAPTER IV RESIGN 
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Leti sent Duke, a letter in hand, to Guido. The letter 

was brief; it contained Leti’s desire to talk privately and 

the details on the time and location where they should 

meet. 

 

“Good day, Prince Guido,” greeted Leti. “You look 

quite pale. Did you get enough sleep last night?” 

“What is your business?” Guido asked, going straight 

to the point. 

They were currently in a secluded corridor in the 

Royal Palace. It was barely used and it provided them 

privacy. Guido went alone, as was requested, and his 

Valkyrie knights were nowhere to be found. 

“Have you forgotten already?” Leti said tentatively. “I 

could not forget about that night.” 

Leti need not to say specifically which night she was 

referring. Her words were enough of a hint for Guido. 

What she wanted to talk about was the truth behind his 

attempted assault on her person. 
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“Why did you do such a thing? We are siblings, are 

we not?” 

Guido was prepared to answer these questions, but 

he could not hide the surprise in his steel blue eyes when 

he saw the seriousness in Leti’s questioning gaze. But it 

was a fleeting moment, for Leti averted her eyes quickly 

and his own went back to their normal icy stare. 

Leti took a step forward, “Onii-sama1, please look at 

me.” 

Her eyes, pain faintly reflected in them, were once 

again looking at his. “I was surprised at what you did that 

night. But I truly...” 

“Leticia?” 

“Please. Call me Leti, like you did in the past.” 

Leti reached out her hand to the evidently surprised 

Guido and wrapped her arms around him. She rested her 

head on his chest. It seemed like a lifetime ago since they 

had shared an embrace and the warmth from it had 

                                                      
1 Onii-sama: Onii =Older Brother | Sama = formal honorific for a 
high person 
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brought back nostalgic memories from their childhood. 

Memories they both longed for, but could no longer 

return to due to their lineages. 

“I have wanted to do this for so long. But not as your 

sister,” whispered Leti, in a voice innocently alluring yet 

no longer belonging to a girl. 

After a few moments, Leti untangled her arms and 

placed them on his chest to replace the position once 

occupied by her head. She used them as support as she 

looked up at her older brother and stood on her toes. 

Guido was transfixed on Leti’s beautiful eyes. 

“Onii-sama,” sighed Leti her eyelids, half-closed. 

Their faces were closing in the short distance between 

them. They could already feel each other’s breath with the 

proximity. Everything was silent, until Guido broke it. 

“Leti!” Guido shouted and tore himself away from 

his sister. He was unable to control the force he exerted 

and she nearly tumbled down. 
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Leti shrieked out of surprise and Guido was shocked 

at his lack of control and concerned whether he might 

have hurt her. Leti saw his expression, and decided that 

the show was now over. She straightened her skirts and 

changed her demeanour. 

“Your face says you only see me as your sister,” 

concluded Leti. 

If Guido were truly in love with Leti, he would have 

not been able to refuse the kiss Leti offered. Even if his 

famous cold logic got in the way, he would have not 

reacted so repulsively. No, Guido only saw Leti as his 

sister and nothing more. His expression clearly showed 

the refusal of a brother. 

“Do not fret,” assured Leti, “I share the same feelings 

as you do. You are my brother, nothing more.” 

She looked straight at her brother, took a deep breath 

and asked, “Let me ask you again. Why did you attempt 

to assault me?” 
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Guido was showing a small crack in his normally 

perfect facade. It was all just a matter of pushing him a 

little more to reveal his secret. 

“‘I know who you truly are.’” Guido stepped back as Leti 

repeated the words written on the cursed circles. 

“I can see that you are hiding something. You 

thought the inscription on the magic circles were 

pertaining to you. That is the reason why you kept on 

coming back to check on the circles.” 

“That’s...,” mumbled Guido, but Leti was not yet 

finished. 

“I could understand why you would want Eleanor to 

distance herself from you. You would not want her 

harmed since you thought you were being cursed. But I 

still could not fathom a reason why you would do 

something like that to me when you are not serious about 

it.” 

“No, Eleanor is...” hesitated Guido. 

Leti knew he was at his tipping point. Would he tell 

everything? Or would he keep silent? 



Chapter IV: Resign 

- 12 - 

But they were interrupted. 

“Prince Guido!” came the alarmed cry of Guido’s 

knight. 

Leti was not surprised at the sudden appearance of 

his knight. She knew he would not be stupid enough to 

come alone and was expecting to bring at least one knight 

who was probably hiding in the shadows. But that did not 

change the fact that she was seriously displeased at the 

uncanny ‘good’ timing of the knight. She did not try to 

hide her displeasure and sent the knight a sharp glare 

unbecoming of a kind-hearted princess. 

“Princess Leticia, please step away from His Highness! 

Do you understand the implications of your actions?” 

Leti was aware that from a distance, her little act 

would look like she was threatening Guido. However, she 

found explaining the whole thing to this nosy knight 

quite troublesome so she left this irksome task to her 

brother. He was his knight after all. 

“I remember telling you to come alone in my letter,” 

chided Leti. “But I shall not hold it against you. I did not 
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expect you would, and I was not alone either. I shall leave 

you to your knight to explain what happened.” 

This was brought on by Guido; he most likely 

planned it, and Leti saw the responsibility of clearing up 

the misunderstanding was his to hold and not hers. 

Before turning around, she left Guido a message, 

“Rook on 6 to D1. You are not allowed to resign.” And 

with that, she turned on her heels. 

She sent a signal to Duke, who was hiding and staying 

on guard from a safe distance, and they walked out of the 

corridor. 

“I was quite shocked.” Duke said first after they 

walked a few paces. 

“By who? Prince Guido? His knight?” 

“By you, Your Highness, Princess Leticia. Your 

acting was very convincing. It took a lot to restrain myself 

from stopping you.” 

Duke was already privy to Leti’s plan before and 

knew everything was just an act. But he still found 
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himself drawn in by her acting that he had a hard time 

stopping himself from yelling out. The said superb actress, 

however, was walking calmly as if nothing happened. 

He found Leti’s cool attitude towards the situation a 

little vexing so he decided to tease her with a previous 

incident similar to this but Leti did not react to it with 

grace. 

“To think you punched me when I did that.” 

“Since when did you become my brother?” 

Admonished Leti, an eyebrow raised in question. 

“Please forgive my impertinence. I am not, nor will 

ever be your brother,” apologized a defeated Duke. 

“I still considered you a ‘‘man’’ to some extent during 

that time and punching you was my instinctual reaction. 

But to act and try to seduce my brother means nothing. 

Though, honestly, I am glad he pushed me away and it 

simply ended as an act.” 

Duke was not the only one suffering from 

nervousness and cold sweat that time waiting for Guido’s 

reaction. It was not obvious but Leti was also anxious on 
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how her older brother would take her plan. But the risk 

was worth it. Now, she was certain Guido tried to assault 

her due to some other reason and not because he was 

irrevocably in love with her, however, whether his 

problem was related to the magic circles or not, she didn’t 

know. She would have to wait for him to make a move in 

order to make any decisions. 

They did not have to wait that long. 

 

Leti and Duke were back at the Royal Villa and she 

was peacefully looking after Duke’s studies when an 

agitated Astrid opened the window and shouted, “Your 

Highness! Are you in here?” 

“How did you open that?” The older knight 

exclaimed in surprise. 

“What is wrong?” The princess inquired coolly. 

“Commander had ordered me to watch Prince Guido 

closely because he was acting strangely recently. So while 

I was on my watch, one of his knights came reporting to 
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him about the appearance of the fourth circle. It was in 

the granary and the offering was a goat.”  

Astrid’s testimony had cleared Guido for this incident 

since this meant that when the fourth circle was made, he 

was somewhere else being watched by Astrid. But they 

still had a working hypothesis about two people or more 

being involved in this whole case so he was still not yet 

entirely clean, though this meant the other suspect was in 

play for this move. 

“After receiving the report, Prince Guido went back 

to his room first, probably to prepare before visiting the 

fourth circle. Then he found two pieces of paper on his 

desk.” Astrid stopped for a while to jump into the room. 

He then presented to Leti a small, folded piece of paper. 

“I remember seeing His Highness’ surprise when he 

read the note so I,” Astrid hesitated in an attempt to 

choose a better word, and then continued. “I ‘borrowed’ it. 

I was only able to stea-, or rather to borrow one.” 

Guido immediately left his room after pocketing the 

notes. He was outside walking with his Valkyrie when 

Astrid decided to act. He walked towards them and 
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lightly bumped Guido, providing the perfect chance to 

snatch the note from his chest pocket. He apologized and 

proceeded to walk on. After gaining some distance, he 

read the note and based on the content, judged that he 

should report it and thus his appearance in one of the 

rooms in the Royal Villa, Leti’s residence. 

“You did very well,” praised Leti as she took the 

piece of paper from him. 

She opened the folded sheet, read its content and 

came to conclude, “So it truly was the other way around.” 

Written on the paper was the short missive, “You are 

to be the last.” 

Anyone who would receive this kind of message right 

after a magic circle was discovered would surely consider 

this as a death threat to their person. 

“Prince Guido has an idea why he would be cursed. 

Astrid, go and report this immediately to Commander 

Johannes.” 
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“Yes, Your Highness!” Saluted Astrid and dashed to 

the window and jumped out from where he came in, 

heading towards the camp of the Royal Chivalric Order. 

“Duke, go to the Royal Palace.” 

“Got it. I should look for Prince Guido, right? And 

warn Valkyrie as well about the threat,” confirmed Duke. 

“Yes. It looks like he is hiding the fact that he had 

received a death threat. I will come with you. His knights 

rarely leave him alone, so I doubt anything untoward can 

happen. But with this clear threat, I should force the truth 

out of his mouth if he will not speak.” 

She would have to ask Astrid to be by her side. The 

curse seemed to be real and working so, she would need 

the Sword of White Light nearby to counter the curse. 

She gathered up her skirts and started to walk, picking up 

her pace until she broke out into a run unsuited for a 

genteel princess to search for her older brother. Duke 

was right behind her. 

She asked the first servant they saw in the Royal 

Palace and inquired if they have seen Guido. 
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They were pointed to the Cattleya Palace. The pair 

went there and found Guido’s Valkyrie standing outside 

the entrance. 

“Is Prince Guido in there?” Leti asked. 

“Yes. His Highness said that he would be visiting 

Princess Cornelia.” 

The situation had taken a turn for the worst. He 

would not be normally visiting his younger sister during 

this time. 

“He knows that she is having her lessons during this 

time! He threw us off his tracks. Go and search for him 

now,” ordered Leti. 

Guido most likely used Cattleya Palace to separate 

himself from his knights. He wanted to go somewhere 

alone, to the place written in the note he received. 

Guido’s Valkyrie knights went into panic due to Leti’s 

words. Duke called them into order. 

“Wait! Do you know where the fourth circle was 

found?” 
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“We heard it was in the East Granary.” 

“I suggest going there first. There is a high possibility 

His Highness went there to check on that.” 

Duke remembered Leti telling him how Guido went 

out of his way to check the previous circles. So it was 

highly probable he wanted to check this last circle on his 

own. He thought that his master would be headed to the 

granary as well, but he found her still transfixed in her 

place. 

“Don’t you think this is strange? The East Granary is 

only used to keep reserve supplies should there be any 

surplus in our produce. Thus, it is rarely used. It would 

have made more sense if it were the main South Granary. 

It could be interpreted as a threat, that they could poison 

the Kingdom’s supplies should they want to. So why 

there?” 

Leti thought of the possible reasons for the location. 

“East...” she mumbled. There was something particular 

about that direction. 
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“Why did they not choose Cattleya here in the north 

or even my villa in the west? Why are all of the circles 

concentrated in the eastern side of the castle? Why the 

sudden change for the fourth circle? That place is not 

related to the Royal Family at all. Were they forced to 

choose somewhere with less security?” 

The first circle was at the Order’s Camp, inside the 

tent reserved for the royal family during the tournament. 

The second one was on the white lilies of the late 

Queen Sofia. 

The third one was on the balcony of the Great Hall in 

the Royal Palace. 

Now, the fourth one was in the East Granary. 

The first three circles were drawn in locations 

connected to the Royal Family, but this fourth circle was 

not. Despite that, all of these locations shared one thing. 

They were all in the eastern part of the castle. 

Duke agreed on everything Leti said. He called forth 

his mental map of the whole castle that was ingrained in 

him as a knight of the Order who would be given duties 
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to stand on guard all around the castle. Once the sites of 

the magic circles were marked on his map, he noticed 

something. 

“The locations are evenly spaced. Are they forming 

an arc?” Then realization hit him. “These circles are 

forming a bigger circle!” 

If the four locations were connected with lines, they 

would make an incomplete five-pointed star. 

“Then the fifth circle is,” started Leti. 

“The big fountain in the east wing!” Duke finished. 

They both knew they had to rush towards the 

fountain if they wanted to make it in time. 

“Duke, go there through the eastern corridor. I will 

cut the distance and use a passage here in the Cattleya 

Palace.” 

Guido was Friedhelm’s brother. Surely, he would also 

know about the shorter path Friedhelm favoured using to 

go around the castle. The passage would grant him both 
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speed and stealth. Losing his knights would have been 

easy. 

“I’m on it,” bid Duke as he ran towards the corridor. 

Now was not the time to fuss about staying by Leti’s side. 

He would be taking the longer path so he had to speed 

up. 

Leti, too, headed out, taking the shorter way to the 

fountain. On her way, she found a guard and asked him if 

Guido went that way. The guard replied that he did and 

saw him heading towards the fountain alone. Leti thanked 

the guard and rushed towards the same direction Guido 

went. 

‘Please. Let this be nothing. Let this anxiety be entirely 

baseless and untrue,’ was Leti’s silent plea. 

She breathlessly reached the small area around the 

fountain nearly at the same time as Duke. A few paces 

away from them was the fountain and an arbour a bit 

further behind it. There were two figures standing inside 

it – her brother, Guido, and the Earl, Lord Borel. Leti felt 

relief wash her down. Borel was under Guido’s faction 
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and extremely loyal to the Royal Family. He would not 

hurt him. 

Or so they thought. 

Borel’s face turned red with rage and he started 

shouting, “You lowly fool! How could you even dare 

sully the sacred Royal Blood! Take this divine punishment 

for all your treachery!” 

Borel took out a knife and aimed to cut Guido. 

Guido, however, did not even cower nor moved to 

protect himself and simply stood motionless. 

Guido graduated with top marks from The Knight 

Academy. It should have been easy for him to disarm an 

old earl. Yet, he did not flinch. He was standing there as 

if truly awaiting the punishment. 

“Stop!” Leti shouted. 

Borel’s knife reflected the moonlight. The sky was 

too clear for Leti to call for lightning. She thought of a 

different way to separate them. 

‘Sword of Gale Wind! Blow them off with your gust!’ 
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 Just as she willed, a strong gust of wind blew the two 

men out of the arbour. However, Leti was not able to 

control the wind she summoned and it was too strong. 

The two men laid motionless on the ground. 

Duke reacted faster than Leti and ran towards the 

two men. Leti followed soon after she snapped out of her 

initial shock.  Duke went on to check on the prince and 

Leti went towards the earl. She took Borel’s knife first 

and threw it away before she went to check on her 

brother. 

“Onii-sama! Please wake up,” cried Leti beside 

Guido’s ear as she took him from her knight’s arms. She 

tried to remember how strong the wind she created was 

because she was growing worried every moment Guido 

did not show signs of waking up. She was trying to assess 

if he had suffered any head injuries when he slowly 

opened his eyes. 

“Leti?” 

“Do you feel pain anywhere? Did you sustain any 

wounds? Please, fight out the curse. Please,” begged Leti 
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as she embraced her brother tighter, relieved that he was 

safe. 

Guido, on the other hand, was at a loss on what was 

happening. 

“Princess Leticia! Please get away from that man!” 

Leti looked up to see Borel shouting, his eyes filled 

with rage. Duke immediately stood up to cover Leti and 

Guido. He drew his sword and pointed it at the deranged 

earl. 

“Lord Borel, are you out of your mind? Why did you 

suddenly attack His Highness?” 

Leti and Duke both found it strange that he would 

attack Guido despite him being under the Second 

Prince’s faction and his excessive belief in the Royal 

Family. 

“We have all been deceived by that man,” Borel 

explained and pointed a finger to Guido. “He had passed 

himself as the prince he was not!” 
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“How could you say he has deceived us,” questioned 

Leti. 

“I have no proof! And that has what led me to do this! 

I shall, with my own hands, exact the punishment from 

the heavens and deprive his soul of the gift of 

reincarnation. I am doing this for God, for the King!” 

Borel took a step forward, and pleadingly asked, 

“Your Highness, Princess Leticia, a Pure Royal, that man 

is...” 

Then Leti felt something change in the air at that 

moment. The place had turned eerie and ominous. 

Something was coming at them. She felt it in her skin. 

“Argh,” growled Borel. 

The next thing they saw was the earl, down on his 

knees and clutching his chest tightly. Duke could not 

understand what was happening. He no longer found the 

ailing Borel a threat so he held his sword down but still 

kept it at hand, just in case, and went a step closer to him 

to check. 
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“Does he have a heart ailment?” Duke asked Leti and 

called out to Borel, “Keep yourself together, man!” 

Leti was on the verge of panicking because of the 

unexpected turn of events when she saw black hands 

coming for the suffering earl from behind him. When the 

hands got hold of him, they hungrily searched for his 

heart. Leti swallowed down the fear creeping out of her. 

‘The hands were coming from somewhere farther behind 

him...the arbour!’ concluded Leti. 

The fifth circle was drawn inside it and that was 

where the black hands were originating. Each of the 

hands came crawling in search of Borel and when they 

did, they wrapped themselves around him. 

‘They are going for his chest...For his heart!’ realized Leti, 

but it was too late. 

The black hands got hold of the earl’s heart, carefully 

caressing it, as if checking if they had the right organ. 

When they were certain, they crushed it. Leti could not 

help but close her eyes at such a gruesome scene. Borel 

let out a final cry that sounded like the agony of death 



Okobore Hime to Entaku no Kishi: A Queen’s Conditions 

- 29 - 

itself. Leti covered her mouth with her hands, keeping 

down the scream building up inside her. 

Guido and Duke were most likely blind as to what 

was truly happening because they could not see the black 

hands and the menace it was causing. Leti could see them 

because of the Sword of Black Darkness, governing the 

dark and impurities, residing inside her. 

The whole scene sent shivers down her spine. 

After they fulfilled their purpose, the grotesque, black 

hands went back to the circle and were gone. 

And this was the crime of Lord Borel and his 

succeeding murder. 

It was the truth behind the magic circles. 

And the subsequent death that followed it. 

The party of three found themselves unable to move; 

they were dumbfounded at the reality that exceeded their 

capacity to comprehend. Amongst them, the princess was 

the first one who gathered her wits about her and tried to 

make sense of the events. 
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When Duke and Leti thought of where the fifth circle 

would be, Duke mapped out all the previous locations. 

After that, they came to conclude that the circles were 

actually forming a bigger one in the shape of a five-

pointed star. So when they reached the place, they found 

Borel and Guido. The former was probably planning to 

kill the latter as the offering and complete the curse 

Leonhardt had told her. 

‘Severed from the circle of life; denied passage to the kingdom in 

the skies; forever become nothing, but a consciousness wandering the 

land.’ 

However, Borel made some mistakes in writing the 

curse and called out the numerous black hands. The curse 

failed and took the life of the caster of the spell and then 

vanished. 

There were still many loose threads left, but for now, 

the case of the magic circles was closed. 

Just to be sure, Astrid might still be required to keep 

watch on Guido for a while, but if nothing else happens, 

the case would completely be over, even though there 

were still a lot of mysteries surrounding the incident. 
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“Duke, call a physician and the Valkyrie who went to 

the fourth circle,” ordered Leti. “It would also be better if 

someone could check after Lord Borel.” 

“Yes, Your Highness,” bowed Duke and left. 

Leti let out the sigh she was holding as soon as she 

heard the sound of Duke running go further. 

“You should lie down for now. Let us wait for 

Valkyrie before we get you moved.” 

“No, I’m...” Guido wanted to say he was already fine, 

but could not finish his words. 

Leti thought his stopping abrupt so she asked him, 

“What’s wrong?,” She looked at the direction Guido 

faced. She held him tighter due to what she saw. 

“Black hands,” whispered Guido. 

The black hands had made their reappearance by the 

foot of the late earl. Based on Guido’s surprised utterance, 

he could see them now. 

The hands were now heading towards Leti and Guido. 
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“They weren’t dreams?” Guido thought aloud. 

Leti clenched her teeth in agitated thought. 

The curse was not yet over. If anything, the black 

hands simply got stronger after they consumed Borel. 

Their movements were sharper and faster and even 

Guido could see them already. 

‘But why? Shouldn’t the curse have been completed after they 

got the offering for the fifth circle?’ 

Leti was shocked at what was happening. She could 

not think of any reason behind it, until she remembered 

something the Lion King Alexander mentioned before. 

“That sounds more like a summoning spell than a curse.” 

It was then that she realized another possibility—the 

possibility of it as a spell to summon something, probably 

a magical creature of sorts. If that were the case, who 

could control the creature summoned now that the 

original person became the last offering? 

‘I simply could not leave these hands on the loose! Who knows 

what havoc they could wreck here?’ 
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The hands were now closing in on them. Leti braced 

herself for an attack but the hands only went for Guido. 

They were wrapping around him, searching for his throat 

and continued to strangle him. 

“Prince Guido!” Called Leti but he passed out due to 

the lack of air. 

Leti called forth the Knight King Sword and swung it 

around the black hands and they stopped for a moment 

and retreated slightly. 

She stood in front of Guido to protect him from the 

grotesque limbs and called forth another sword. 

“Hellfire!” She may not have White Light, but she 

still had the sword that could burn everything it touches. 

She returned the Knight King Sword in her body as she 

held Hellfire to bring down flames that engulfed the 

hands. She could exert more power to create a fire twister, 

but she could not afford to be that obvious. 

As the burning flames dissipate, she found the black 

hands were not even affected by the flames. 

“It did not work?” 
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The flame of the Sword of Hellfire could burn 

anything that ‘exists’ or ‘tangible’. So if these all-

consuming flames could not burn those hands, it only 

meant one thing, those hands were not of this world. It 

could either be an embodiment of the curse or an 

impurity that had taken shape. Whichever it was, only the 

Sword of White Light could do anything about it. 

‘What should I do now? There is no time to call for Astrid.’ 

Leti shuddered at the thought of the black hands 

coming after her as she went out to search for Astrid. She 

could not surmise how much damage it could bring. She 

racked her brain for any idea she could use to control the 

black, wriggly hands. 

“Using Black Darkness would be meaningless.” 

To use that sword meant like giving food for the 

impurity. The opposite element should be used; only the 

White Light would have any use in this situation. 

She was already running out of ideas and then she 

thought of something worth trying. She drew out the 

Sword of Iron Steel, which she normally kept inside her 
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body to protect her from physical wounds, but she would 

use it now to inflict a cut on her palm. Blood dripped 

from the cut and dyed her whole hand red. Then she 

called the Sword of Black Darkness and wiped her 

bloodied hand on its dark blade, leaving traces of her 

blood on it. 

“Come here hands, I have a meal for you!” Leti called 

as she steadied herself in holding the sword in front of 

her. 

Just as expected, the hands came rushing to the 

sword, lured by the scent of blood. When the hands came 

in contact with the sword, they looked like they were 

merging with the blade. 

‘I knew it! Since they were of the same element, I could use the 

sword as the core in sealing it temporarily.’ 

Numerous hands fought over to get a hold of Leti’s 

blood. Leti thrust the black hand-infested sword down 

into her shadow forming by her feet. The Black Darkness’ 

sheath was her shadow. 



Chapter IV: Resign 

- 36 - 

The black hands noticed what Leti was planning to 

do and started resisting going inside the shadow with the 

sword. They tried to push the sword upwards but Leti 

rewarded their efforts with a kick from her high heel, 

which sent the sword straight down to her shadow. 

“This is a Judgment Order! Thou shall follow me!” 

At once, the hands stopped moving and the sword 

was completely sealed in her shadow, together with the 

black hands. 

Silence descended upon the place. 

Leti looked at her palm she had cut a few moments 

ago and found the wound had already stopped bleeding. 

It was now only a thin red line running across her palm. 

The Sword of Great Earth had healed it. 

“To be honest, I am not comfortable knowing that is 

in my shadow, but that is the only option I have right 

now. I shall consult about this with Astrid later. Until 

then, it would have to stay here,” Leti said to herself. 

She composed herself for a moment before kneeling 

beside an unconscious Guido. 
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“Prince Guido,” called Leti. “Please wake up!” 

“...Leticia?” Guido immediately responded to Leti’s 

call and slowly opened his eyes, albeit still a bit confused 

on what was happening. 

“Duke went to fetch your knights. There is no need 

to worry; you are unharmed but you might be dizzy due 

to the sudden loss of consciousness.” 

“Black...hands,” he mumbled. 

“A dream,” declared Leti. “You were attacked by 

Lord Borel and lost consciousness. Duke was able to save 

you from any further harm.” 

“I see...” Guido dazedly replied. “It was that dream 

again.” 

Leti could not help but wonder since when had 

Guido been tormented by those hands and that they 

might have been the cause of his recent lack of sleep. But 

he was now safe from them and he could have his peace 

back. 
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“May I ask what had caused this to happen?” Leti 

asked absent-mindedly, but took back her words 

immediately and shook her head. 

“I’m sorry. That was not what I wanted to say,” she 

paused and took a deep breath. “Thank goodness you’re 

safe.” She hugged her older brother tightly. 

Guido did not know what to say. Leti helped him 

stand up and he could not find the words to tell his 

caring sister there was no need for her assistance. 

 

“What is it you wanted to talk about? I assume it is of 

the highest importance since you chose this place.” 

Greeted Leti as she reached the meeting place Guido had 

set for their private meeting. 

The day after the incident with Borel, Guido asked 

Leti to meet him in the Cattleya Palace. His purpose for 

selecting the male-prohibited zone was for them to be 

truly alone, for neither Duke nor his Valkyrie could enter 

this palace. 
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“If this is about yesterday,” surmised Leti. “You need 

not to worry. Duke already took care of it.” 

Duke was aware that Leti wanted to keep the fact 

about Guido having an idea on why he would be cursed a 

secret, so he explained that Borel’s attempted murder was 

not planned and happened suddenly. 

Leti, on the other hand, did try explaining to Duke 

what really happened. 

Black hands were summoned due to Borel’s 

imperfect magic circle and Leti sealed the said creature 

inside her shadow with one of the swords inside her. 

Duke, however, simply dismissed Leti’s story. 

‘Not believing my account is already Duke’s fault and not 

mine,’ Leti thought indignantly. 

“I had forgotten to give you my move for our game.” 

Guido’s calm voice brought Leti back to the present. 

The game, at present, would most likely end in a draw. 

“‘Tis King to B7.” 
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This was a bad hand from Guido. It would allow Leti 

to win in three moves. 

“Wait. This move can only mean that...” 

“I resign,” finished Guido. 

Leti was confused why he chose to lose. She could 

not see why he would do it on purpose. This game, 

despite their bet, was nothing but a game. 

“I remember the bet for this particular match was for 

the loser to reveal one of their darkest secrets, am I 

correct?” Guido did not wait for Leti’s affirmation and 

continued. “Then I shall fulfil my part of the bet.” 

Leti initially asked Guido to tell her the food he hated 

the most at the onset of their game. But knowing him, he 

would have not specifically chosen this place only to tell 

her that. 

“But before I let you into it, let me tell you a story 

first,” started Guido, the wind blowing gently against his 

face and swaying the white lilies in bloom. 
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The silence that ensued after the wind stopped was 

deafening—until Guido broke it with an unexpected 

comment. 

“We look alike a lot, don’t we?” 

“You are my brother,” stated Leti. “I am your sister. 

We are siblings. It is only natural for us to have some 

resemblance.” 

They both soon realized that they were repeating the 

same conversation they had ‘that’ night. A faint smile 

crossed his lips. 

“You look a lot like your mother, Queen Julienne.” 

“So I have been told quite frequently lately.” Leti’s 

voice was indifferent and her smile vague. 

She had no idea how she should react whenever she 

received that comment, that she looked like her mother 

who was estranged to her. But due to the circumstances, 

she had taught herself to reconcile with that fact for there 

was no denying that she is her mother’s daughter. 
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“Have you not found it odd that we look so similar to 

each other despite having different mothers?” 

“Is that not because we shared the looks of our great-

grandmother? The elders have always said that.” 

The elders of the kingdom had often described them 

as resembling the benevolent queen of the wise King 

Karlheinz so they would surely share her wisdom as well 

when they grew up. 

“Yes. Perhaps, I do share grandmother’s face.” 

Guido’s words agreed with Leti, but his tone suggested 

otherwise. 

“What are you trying to say?” 

“I don’t look like my mother, nor our father. I 

remember being looked at with eyes of suspicion as a 

child.” 

His words sounded like he was suggesting Sophia’s 

infidelity to the king and Leti immediately rebuffed him. 

“Queen Sofia would never betray our father! You, of 

all people, know how much she loved him!” 
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Guido calmly shook his head, clarifying that that was 

not what he meant. Leti was getting confused as to where 

this conversation was going. She no longer had any idea 

what Guido was trying to say and decided to listen to the 

rest of his story. 

“When the suspicion about my birth was at its peak, 

you were born.” Guido said this as he looked straight into 

Leti’s face that resembled so much like his own. 

They shared the same steel-blue eyes and golden hair. 

The late Queens Julienne and Sofia were happy to see the 

two looking so alike as if they were full siblings. 

“We looked so similar that no one else doubted that 

we were siblings. Now that the cloud of suspicion had 

cleared, the need to know the truth also vanished. Mother 

was grateful for your birth. If not for you, the truth might 

have long been known to all.” 

“Onii-sama?” Leti was already able to piece out what 

her older brother was trying to say. 

“There were rumours that time that I was switched at 

birth.” 
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Guido uttered these same words before during a past 

meeting. But these words carried a completely new 

meaning now. This was no joke. 

Leti was at a loss for words and stood still for a 

moment. She was trying to find words that could refute 

Guido’s claim. 

“Is there any evidence to prove it?” 

“None. Lord Borel told me that the last and only 

living witness had died. She was a woman who had a 

glimpse of the eyes of the real Guido. She died three 

months ago. But before her death, she had managed to 

tell this to Lord Borel. Apparently, they had been 

exchanging letters, as they were both mourning the loss 

of the Countess and their heir. She was the one who 

assisted her in giving birth and had since then felt the 

guilt of not being able to save neither the mother nor the 

babe.” 

Guido was relaying to Leti everything that Borel had 

informed him at the arbour last night. 
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“The said woman was just an apprentice then when 

Queen Sofia gave birth to her first child. Her sole 

responsibility that time was to carry her teacher’s 

equipment and stay alert outside the birth room. 

However, the true Guido died at birth and they needed 

hot water to clean the infant. The then apprentice 

midwife was called to fetch hot water and bring it inside. 

This was the time she saw the eyes of the true Guido.” 

And they were not the cold, blue eyes like the winter 

skies Guido had. 

Now, there was no more evidence at hand that could 

prove Guido was not the son of the king because the 

recent death of Borel’s midwife. The probable 

masterminds had also long passed on, the elder Marquis 

Eulenberg, and the late marquis, the elder Aufrecht. If 

there would be anyone who could remember this issue 

and raise it now, the present Lord Eulenberg would 

simply laugh it off for he knew nothing about this. This 

was also the most likely reason why Borel took the 

matters into his own hands and went directly for Guido. 
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Borel’s lunatic belief in the royal family could not 

forgive Guido for acting like a prince when he was not 

one. He thought that a curse stripping Guido of his 

passage to afterlife was the most worthy punishment for 

him. So he did everything that needed to be done for the 

curse, from drawing the bloody circles to providing the 

offerings. Once all of the preparations were complete, he 

called Guido with the intention of killing him as a form 

of divine punishment. 

“Did you think I would believe your story purely 

based on rumours?” 

“You would,” ascertained Guido. “It is clear for 

anyone to see that my eyes are neither inherited from my 

mother nor Father.” 

“But it could still be from our great-grandmother,” 

insisted Leti. 

Guido shook his head. “If I am the real Guido, was 

there any reason for all of the court ladies present during 

my delivery to die within a few years?” 
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Leti understood what he was trying to say. “But...” 

she started and yet could not find words to raise an 

objection. 

“It was all due to luck that the Borel family’s midwife 

was still alive. They thought that as an apprentice, she 

never had the chance to enter the birth room so they 

spared her.” 

Guido sounded like he had already investigated this 

matter. He was not one to share information he had not 

verified himself, so he was most likely convinced about 

this as the investigation proceeded. 

“If,” Leti said tentatively. “Even if that is the truth, I 

know you would still keep your position as the prince. 

You would not resume your true identity, would you? 

You have come this far without anyone knowing and 

there is no concrete evidence to claim that you are not a 

prince.” 

If the truth about this matter came into light, the 

Eulenberg family, leader of Guido’s faction, would fall 

from grace and be stripped of their status as one of the 

Great Marquises. This will leave Friedhelm’s family, the 
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Lauensteins the sole contender for power and surge them 

to the top of the political hierarchy. 

Guido knew about that and had already decided to 

bring this secret with him to his grave to protect the 

Eulenbergs, regardless of the torment and suffering this 

truth could cause him. 

“There was a child born nearly at the same time as me. 

He was declared dead at birth; he was the son of Georg 

Aufrecht, the heir of then elder Lord Aufrecht, with his 

first wife - your aunt, the sister of Queen Julienne.” 

The current Lord Aufrecht, Georg, was the father of 

Guido’s fiancée, Eleanor. Leti was aware of her aunt 

being the first wife of Aufrecht. 

“My true identity is the son of Lord Georg Aufrecht, 

Heinrich. I am your cousin, Leti.” 

“No...” Leti clenched her fists. If Guido looked like 

his mother, the older sister of her own mother, then it 

was natural for the two of them to look alike for she 

resembled her own mother as well. 
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“But who could commit such treachery to their own 

country?” 

“Of course, them! The cursed Eulenbergs,” cried 

Guido as if he was spitting fire from his mouth. “When 

Friedhelm Ani’ue 2  was born, this meant that the 

Lauensteins would have a king from them. The 

Eulenbergs had to do something to prevent that future 

from happening. Queen Sofia had to give birth to a son! 

She had to and the child had to be alive!” 

Leti swallowed hard as realization hit her. 

The Eulenbergs were driven to a corner. Queen Sofia 

was the Second Queen Consort. She was higher than 

Rosalind who was only third. If she gave birth to a son, 

he would have a higher possibility to be the heir to the 

throne. 

If the true Guido died at birth, then they would have 

definitely switched him with the son of the elder 

Aufrecht’s heir. This was probably a scheme the previous 

generation had planned long ago. They could not afford 

                                                      
2 Ani’ue. A Japanese honorific referring to one’s older brother (More 
formal and old fashioned than the normal Onii-san) 
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to have the child dead. They would have prepared 

something for this situation in case it did happen. So it 

was likely that they had Georg Aufrecht’s Heinrich as a 

reserve. If not, switching them would have been difficult. 

“So Eleanor is your half-sister. You share the same 

father.” 

“Yes. So when mother started noticing parts of the 

deception, she did everything to prevent our wedding 

from happening and acted like she did not like Eleanor 

for me.” 

“Does the present Lord Aufrecht know about this 

scheme? Does he know that he is your real father?” 

“I doubt it. He has a strong sense of justice. He 

would have not played a part in this scheme. No, I think 

he has no knowledge about this. And the elder Lord 

Aufrecht is unlikely to have told anyone else, even to his 

own son, the father of the child they switched.” 

Leti found sense in this and agreed. If the present 

marquis knew about it, then Eleanor would have never 

been Guido’s fiancée. 



Okobore Hime to Entaku no Kishi: A Queen’s Conditions 

- 51 - 

The elder Aufrecht died a year after Guido was born. 

He could have not possibly foreseen that a daughter 

would be born out of the second marriage of his son. 

And that the said daughter would later on be engaged to 

Guido. 

This sin committed by the previous leaders of the 

Eulenberg and Aufrecht houses, together with the 

midwife of Queen Sofia was at the brink of leading to a 

more grievous sin to be committed by unwitting 

participants. 

“When did you learn about all of this?” 

“During my second visit to mother when she 

transferred to the rest house in the South. She told me 

everything then.” 

This happened four months ago, matching what 

Guido told Leti before. He probably did not want Leti to 

know about him meeting his mother during that period. 

He was not used to lying and ended up uttering a tactless 

one when he said before that he had not visited his 

mother far longer than the truth. 
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“Why did you attack me then?” 

“I had decided to consider the length of our chess 

game as a grace period, a time for me to think and 

consider all of my options. I had considered one possible 

scenario, and thought it to be the most possible one. If I 

reveal this secret, the Eulenbergs would be blamed for 

this. They would lose all their power and fall from grace. 

But if I, after returning to my rightful position as Lord 

Aufrecht’s heir, and marry Queen Leticia, then maybe I 

could bring back the power they had lost.” Guido paused, 

took a deep, deep sigh and continued. “But it was the 

most impossible of all. I could not look at you as a 

woman.” 

Leti was his sister. He could not see her in any other 

way even after knowing they were not related by blood. 

Leti felt Guido’s sincerity and told him she shared the 

same feelings for him. Their true relationship might be as 

cousins, but to her, he would always be her older brother. 

“What do you plan to do about Eleanor?” 
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“I am currently thinking of a way to break off our 

engagement. If nothing works, I will marry her. But we 

shall never have children.” 

Guido did not want Eleanor to bear the burden of a 

sin she knew nothing about. If because of this resolve, 

she would have affairs outside their marriage, he was 

willing to let her, no; he would rather be more relieved if 

she did. 

“Why are you telling me about this? What are you 

planning to do?” 

“I have already prepared myself to keep this secret 

alone. I was ready to carry the burden of this sin without 

sharing it with anyone. But I had a hunch that telling this 

to you is needed for me to come up with the answer to 

that problem.” 

“Answer to what problem?” 

“Ani’ue asked me to find a way how we can cut 

ourselves from the chains of our heritage. He asked me 

when we were young and he believed I could find one.” 

Leti blinked back tears threatening to come out. 
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‘He had prepared himself? Of course not, he was forced to.’ 

If this truth came out, the Eulenbergs would lose 

their power and tip the scales to the Lauensteins. This 

would lead to a true battle between two true siblings, 

Friedhelm and the Crown Princess Leticia. 

Guido was not doing this for his Eulenberg kin at all. 

He was ready to carry the full weight of this truth for Leti 

and Friedhelm despite his wish to be punished for this 

and be set free from the shackles of this binding truth. 

This was why he did not resist in any way when Borel 

attacked him. 

Guido was about to leave as he had said everything 

he wished to say when Leti stopped him. 

“Wait!” Shouted Leti and embraced her suffering 

brother. 

“I will definitely find a way to let you live as you want 

to. But until then, let me share the burden with you. So 

please wait a little more, Onii-sama.” 

Guido had been carrying this secret alone ever since 

Sofia shared it with him. He had sacrificed sleep and 
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peace in order to think of the best course of action to 

take for his siblings, for his country. He had spent so 

many sleepless nights cracking his brain for a solution. 

Leti should have stuck her nose in sooner. She could 

have shared the burden with him earlier. He was not 

someone who would casually joke about himself being 

switched at birth. He hid the truth with his poker face 

and stoic nature, but those had truly been words filled 

with derision and a silent plea for them to take notice of 

his true identity. 

“I will be a great queen respected by all as soon as 

possible, a queen that can control and suppress the Three 

Marquises and keep them in check. But until I become 

one, please wait for me.” 

If Guido’s true identity was made public, the political 

balance would collapse and a strife between Leti and 

Friedhelm would ensue. And Leti still did not have the 

power to prevent that. Friedhelm was born to be a king. 

She was brought up as a sheltered princess. Winning 

against him, who was complacent and confident enough 
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to quiz her and give her assignments to work on, was 

impossible at the moment. 

Leti clenched her teeth in frustration at her lack of 

power and her state of helplessness. She could no longer 

stay as the Leftover Princess. She would have to be the 

queen respected by all. 

“Then I shall wait. And until that time, I shall 

continue on being Prince Friedhelm’s equal and rival.” To 

keep each other in check would help Leti as she builds 

herself. 

They both knew that Friedhelm was also aware of 

this role even though he had not said anything to them. 

He surely shared Guido’s sentiments. 

“How about you?” Guido asked. “What do you think 

about me not being your real brother?” 

“You are my brother. Even though you say you are 

not. And that is true, not only for me, but also for our 

other brothers and sisters, including Friedhelm Onii-

sama.” Leti fought back her tears. 
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Guido hugged his sister back and whispered a 

heartfelt, “Thank you.” 

Leti was certain Friedhelm would have said the same. 

He would continue loving Guido as his precious younger 

brother. However, unlike Leti, he was also bound by a 

cursed line. Half of him was a Lauenstein. He would want 

justice to be served and would bring down the judgment 

on Guido despite his love for him. He was that kind of 

person. 

‘If Friedhelm Onii-sama was a natural born king, then I 

should just be better than that and be a queen no one would dare 

challenge.’ 

The warm and happy days the three of them spent 

together. This was what the curse of the Three Grand 

Marquises had stolen from her. 

‘I am no god. I am a human who will gladly take back what 

was stolen from me.’ 

She had to hurry. Leti was now feeling the urge to be 

the Queen she aspires to be. 
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The Leti who left Cattleya Palace was one filled with 

resolve and determination. 

“Leave the incident about Lord Borel to me,” Leti 

told Duke. “I shall ask Leon to weave a “truth” anyone 

would believe.” 

Duke simply nodded at his master’s request as he met 

her by the entrance. He knew she would not tell him 

anything more even if he asked. Her eyes told him so. All 

he could to do was to obey, or suggest a way to assist her. 

“We could use your name to get more foothold in the 

investigation being done by the Order. Recommend me 

to Commander Johannes to be the leader of the 

investigation since you would like it to be handled 

discreetly due to some political reasons. All I’ve got to do 

is pass to you or to Prince Leonhardt any evidence we get 

before I forward it to the Order, correct?” 

“Yes, please.” 

Leti realized her decision to let Duke stay in the 

Order was truly wise. If not for him, the Order might be 
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able to uncover parts of the secret truth and dealing with 

that would have been more difficult. 

“And about my second knight,” opened Leti. “I have 

decided to be more aggressive. I no longer have the 

leisure of time. I am also planning to move back to the 

Royal Palace so you should also prepare,” informed Leti. 

All these she said as they were briskly walking back to the 

Royal Villa. 

Duke understood that something happened during 

that visit to Cattleya Palace. If his master had decided to 

hurry things, then he, as her knight, should follow suit. 

After escorting Leti back to the Villa, he went first to 

seek his master’s younger brother before he headed back 

to Camp. 

He knocked on the door of Leonhardt’s private room. 

“No one’s in here~” came Leon’s lousy excuse from 

opposite the door. 

“I see you are present, Your Highness. Please excuse 

me.” Duke opened the door and saw a room filled with 
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books all over the floor and more books stacked on the 

desk, which perfectly hid Leonhardt from view. 

Without waiting for the prince’s acknowledgement, 

Duke started telling his purpose. “Prince Leonhardt, I 

would like to...” 

“Didn’t I say no one was here?” Cut Leonhardt. 

“Prince Leonhardt,” Duke addressed him again. 

Leonhardt begrudgingly lifted his head from his book, 

mumbling how rude Duke was for entering his room 

without permission and ignoring his words. 

“What is it? I don’t have any intention of being civil 

with you when my sister is not around.” 

“I have a message from Her Highness. She is asking 

for your help to create a truth anyone would believe 

about the curse circles done by Lord Borel,” relayed 

Duke. 

“What an unexpected mastermind,” exclaimed the 

prince and continued, “Please tell my sister I will do it.” 
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‘‘Lord Borel, huh...’’ Leonhardt whispered as he tilted 

his head to one side. 

True, the late earl was a bit strange with his extreme 

belief in the Royal Family, so what could have pushed 

him to draw those curses around the Royal Castle. Well, 

that was the reason why Leti was asking him to come up 

with a truth no one would ever doubt. 

“Your Highness, I also have my own personal request 

to you. Would you be my language teacher?” 

“Huh? No. I won’t,” Leonhardt flatly refused. “Don’t 

you already have my sister as your teacher?” 

“Her Highness has started to move. She needs all the 

time she can get and I would not let my master waste her 

precious time just to look after my studies. Please, Prince 

Leonhardt,” begged Duke. 

Duke would never want to drag Leti down. He was 

more than willing to bow down to his master’s younger 

brother no matter how many times needed to get the 

prince to accept his request. 
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“Then how about asking someone else other than me, 

like Friedhelm Ani’ue? I may look like this, but I’m quite 

busy, you know?” the prince continued rejecting Duke’s 

request, but this knight had a plan. 

“I thought you’d say as much,” commented Duke, 

and with one swift move, he took Leonhardt’s eyeglasses. 

“What do you think you’re doing? Could you give it 

back now?” Said Leonhardt with the most serious voice 

he could muster as he looked at Duke straight in the eyes, 

his hands open waiting for the eyeglasses. 

“I have now proven my hypothesis. Prince Leonhardt, 

your eyesight is not bad at all, isn’t it?” 

“What are you saying? It is ‘very’ bad.” 

“Truly? But I do remember you were able to 

recognize instantly Her Highness’ penmanship with the 

comparative list of positions I had in my chest pocket 

before. If you really have bad eyesight, you would have 

not possibly be able to identify the handwriting at that 

one moment you saw it and without the aid of your 

glasses. The contents were written quite small.” 
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“Really?” Uttered Leonhardt, his voice lower than 

usual. 

“And then when I took your glasses off just a while 

ago, your eyes did not even change. You should have at 

least squinted a little to look at me if your eyes were really 

as bad as you claim they are.” 

Duke examined the prince’s glasses closely and found 

that it did not have any grade. It was just made out of 

ordinary glass. 

“So what could be your reason in hiding behind these 

glasses?” Rhetorically asked Duke as he returned the fake 

spectacles to Leonhardt and continued, “Well, I was once 

your age. A young man at sixteen could be complicated. I 

understand there’s a need to put on airs, especially if you 

have a complex about a very beautiful face often 

mistaken to be that of a young lady.” 

“Wha...Wait,” sputtered a slightly discomposed 

Leonhardt. This exclamation was his undoing. 

Duke donned on his lady-killer knightly smile. “Rest 

assured Your Highness, your secret shall never reach the 
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ears of your older sister. But I cannot guarantee the same 

prudence will be exercised with a particular friend of 

mine. We are, after all, the best of friends.” 

There was only one person known to be Duke’s best 

friend. Leonhardt paled at the thought of it, the face of 

his annoying oldest brother, Friedhelm, popping in his 

mind. 

The normally verbose prince was silent. He could not 

think of an insult venomous enough to damage this smug 

knight in front of him. And when he did say something, it 

was very reminiscent of Leti’s usual insult. 

“You’re the worst!” Exclaimed Leon with a loud thud 

coming from the thick tome he just closed and smashed 

on the desk. He was not yet done. “I think I hate you a 

lot right now.” 

Duke continued to smile and said, “Thank you, Your 

Highness.” 

And with that, Duke had gained himself probably the 

best language instructor in the whole kingdom in 

exchange for the little regard Leonhardt still had for him. 
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“The language used in this text is older than Ancient 

Hellas. But Borel might have had the means to translate 

parts of it and he was able to pick up some words such as 

‘reincarnation’ and ‘offering’. I presume he attempted to 

interpret the writings on his own and came up with a 

wrong understanding of the text.” 

Leonhardt was presenting the analysis of the recent 

case on the curse circles. In front of him was an ancient 

document filled with notes and annotations. 

“He probably interpreted the spell written here as 

‘make an offer to revive thy beloved wife’. He might have 

thought that the spell would bring back his deceased wife 

so he started drawing the magic circles and gave the 

respective offering for each. The first was a bird, then a 

cat, a dog and a goat. If we follow this sequence, we 

could see that the offering got bigger with every 

succeeding circle. But at the end of all of this, Lord Borel 

was just a novice trying to copy what was written here 

and he could not deliver the whole ordeal perfectly. Being 

a novice, he was bound to make mistakes despite his 
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efforts to copy the circles as accurate as he could. He was 

also a firm supporter of the Royal family and probably 

wanted to spare them from the trouble that would be 

caused by the spell.” 

Borel was known as a believer of the Royal Family, at 

a religious level. Leti and Leonhardt decided to use this 

fact in order to clear out the contradictions that might 

arise in their version of the truth. 

“The first circle was supposed to be found after the 

tournament was over, which was why it was covered by 

the carpet. He did not wish it to cancel the event. As for 

the lilies plucked, scattered and damaged during the 

second circle, we have confirmed from our head gardener 

that these lilies would have wilted soon if not for the 

incident. This is probably why he had selected that 

specific part of the garden during this time of the year. 

For the third circle, he avoided Princess Cornelia’s 

birthday celebration and opted to draw the circle at night, 

which had more possibility to be discovered the following 

morning.” 
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The parts in Leonhardt’s explanation that could have 

been the truth were probably for the first and third circles 

only. The first circle involved Leti and Friedhelm, while 

the third would affect Cornelia. These three were true 

royal children and his faith in them would have not 

allowed himself to cause them harm. It was highly 

unlikely for him to know about the lilies, but adding this 

small detail could add much solidity to their claim. 

Besides, people tend to believe what they want to and this 

little detail would make their truth more believable. 

“Then he drew the fourth circle in the rarely used 

granary. After this, he prepared for the last circle. After 

he had finished drawing it, he called out Prince Guido to 

go to where the fifth circle was. He was to be the offering, 

a man of royal blood. But before he could finish this last 

requirement, he had a heart attack that caused his death. 

The Royal Chivalric Order has witnesses for this.” 

One attendee asked as to what the inscription “I 

know who you truly are” meant. 

“This is just my hypothesis,” prefaced Leonhardt. 

“But I think it did not have any particular meaning. I find 



Chapter IV: Resign 

- 68 - 

it to be common in spells of dark magic where Evil tends 

to keep its name unknown and masked in anagrams and 

mysterious codes.” 

This case happened because of Borel’s undying love 

for his wife. And at the end, he was the only casualty of 

this unfortunate tragedy. 

Leonhardt’s explanation of the events would make 

sense to anyone who knew the late earl. Everyone knew 

about his love for his wife and how much sadness had 

devastated him when he lost her. He would certainly hold 

on to anything, even to that little hope he found in that 

book, just to have his wife back. 

“Lord Borel is now gone. We hope to let this case 

rest and close it here.” The Order closed the presentation 

of the results on the investigation of Lord Borel’s death. 

Everyone attending it had agreed and left the room with 

heavy hearts. 

“Thank you for everything you have done to create 

this believable story. I really appreciate it.” 
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Leti knew the sleepless nights her younger brother 

endured to smooth out any wrinkles in their story to 

convince, not only the Order, but also other scholars of 

the ancient language, on the credibility of their version of 

the truth. It was definitely no easy task and she was truly 

grateful for his help. 

“Nah, it’s not a big deal. Working behind the scenes 

has always been my specialty. Though it might have been 

a lot easier if you had let me see Lord Borel’s diary and 

correspondence. ‘Ahahaha’” 

“I assure you, they did not hold anything useful.” 

Duke forwarded to Leti Borel’s diary and letters when 

they were found in his mansion. These documents 

contained the details about this incident, both on the 

circles and reason that drove him to do so. Borel thought 

that Sofia knew about the whole truth and kept it to 

herself. So as revenge, he drew one of the circles on the 

late queen’s favourite lilies and destroyed them. 

Leti wondered, when did Queen Sofia know about the truth? 

It was a question that would likely never be answered, but 
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it was highly possible that she already knew that Guido 

was not her own son. 

--And yet she still treated him like her own. If she did 

not, she would have not bothered on leaving him to 

Leti’s care. She would have not asked her to take care of 

him. She worried about him like how a real mother would. 

And that was probably the reason why she told him the 

truth. She did not want him to suffer the consequences of 

a sin he was not responsible of. She did not want him to 

marry his own half-sister. Her last days might have been 

filled with apprehension and trepidation that Guido 

would later on know about the truth and it would be too 

late for him to do something to prevent both himself and 

Eleanor from sealing their damned fate. 

“Leon, there was absolutely no need for you to see it,” 

repeated Leti. There was no need for him to be burdened 

with this truth. She and Guido could carry it well on their 

own. She would just have to keep those documents safe 

should the time to use them come. 

“If you say so. But you are aware you are being 

secretive, right?” teased Leon. 
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“Yes, I am. Perfectly,” was Leti’s bantering reply. 

Leonhardt probably knew Leti was keeping 

something from him. It could be about Guido. But he 

was wise enough not to press her for any information 

about it. 

“Putting that aside, what are you planning to do 

about Lord Borel’s servant?” 

“He did not know much about his master’s planned 

murder. He simply assumed that what they were doing 

was some kind of ritual to bring the late countess back to 

life. When they told him that Guido was to be used as an 

offering, he just said that this confirmed his suspicions 

and profusely apologized for the mess he had been part 

of.” 

Duke reported that the servant confessed everything 

he knew about the case to the Order when he was 

interviewed after he was identified to be Borel’s 

accomplice. However, he was only a servant who blindly 

followed his master’s orders, so he was judged blameless 

for this whole case. She had decided to let the Order deal 

with the servant. 
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Safekeeping of Guido’s identity: check. Truth on the 

magic circles: check. Now, all that was left in Leti’s to-do 

list was, “I am going to visit Prince Friedhelm so you may 

go home first.” She sent Leonhardt back to the Royal 

Villa as she went on her way to finish her last task of 

informing her oldest brother. 

Leti was received in Friedhelm’s private drawing 

room and she shared with him the proceedings of the 

meaning earlier. He was not one of the attendees because 

the meeting was only for the people involved with the 

investigation and security of the castle. 

Friedhelm, based on the fabricated truth, understood 

Borel’s motivation and saw himself probably doing the 

same should it happen to him. 

“So, aside from the offerings and Lord Borel, the 

only casualty was that one dress of yours that got ruined 

by the bird blood? Someone sure has such great bad luck, 

huh?” 

“I quite agree,” sighed Leti. “But I am glad that there 

was no one else that got hurt.” 
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“So we have here a flawless story leading to a woeful 

end. I guess I don’t have any choice but to believe this 

then. I’m sure Leon had to run around a lot just to tie all 

those loose ends. Well, I guess, that’s it for this case then.” 

Friedhelm proclaimed his agreement on the truth but 

his face did not look convinced at all. He was not 

someone that could be deceived easily, even with such an 

intricate lie. 

“You know ‘something’, don’t you?” He eyed Leti 

suspiciously. 

“What ‘something’?” Leti asked back innocently, 

shrugging her shoulders as she looked down at the tea 

swirling in the cup as she slightly played with it. She had 

one more thing to say to her quite observant oldest 

brother. 

“About Prince Guido. We have settled on being 

siblings and chess mates.” 

“What about Guido’s true feelings?” 

“We are siblings and chess mates,” ended Leti. She 

wanted to leave Guido’s feelings vague, as this would 
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help in concealing his true identity. This way, Friedhelm 

would come to think that the two of them had a 

discussion and this was the conclusion they came up with, 

regardless of what they truly feel for each other. 

“And you think I’ll believe you?” 

“Whether you believe me or not is your problem, not 

mine.”  

Leti said this without even lifting her eyes from her 

thumb tracing the brim of the teacup, a clear sign she had 

no plans on breaching this topic further. 

“You are certainly not cute. You won’t find a 

husband if you keep on acting this way, you know?” Said 

an exasperated Friedhelm. 

“I certainly would not want to be told that by 

someone who was abandoned by their own fiancée.” Leti 

teasingly smiled at Friedhelm. He could no longer hide 

his irritation at his impertinent little sister. 

“And whose fault do you think it is? They broke off 

the engagement because I am not the crown prince! You 
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were chosen to be the heir, so my broken engagement is 

definitely your fault and not mine,” charged Friedhelm. 

“Do you not think that was quite farfetched?” Leti 

thought it was. 

True, a part of it may be laid on her feet, but she 

thought that Friedhelm simply lacked his own charms 

and appeal to keep the engagement. Saying this to him, 

though, was like rubbing salt on his wound, so she kept 

this to herself and mocked him silently. 

“Putting that aside, what is it exactly are you looking 

for in a husband?” Asked Friedhelm to change the topic 

and added, “Don’t go on telling me again that ridiculous 

ideal of yours. Give me the details. Be more concrete.” 

“A man who would say ‘yes’ to everything I say.” 

“You aren’t looking for a husband. That’d just be a 

loyal retainer or a servant,” cried a frustrated Friedhelm. 

Leti simply replied him with a silent look as if saying 

‘Exactly.’ 

“Oh! I get it. You can just go ahead and marry Duke.” 
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“No, thank you. He is all about looks, swords, and 

chess. The most he could be is as a lover.” 

“So he’s got a good opinion from you, then,” teased 

the older brother. 

“No, he doesn’t,” contradicted the younger sister and 

ended the conversation there as she stood up and 

straightened her skirts. 

“I shall take my leave then. I am set to meet Father 

after this,” bid Leti as she walked towards the door. But 

before leaving the room, she turned back to Friedhelm 

and gave him some advice. 

“Better not touch that tea I left. Your maid was being 

particular about the patterns on the cup. Did you not 

notice?” 

Friedhelm stood up in surprise and looked at the 

teacup Leti was holding a few moments ago. He 

remembered that she did touch the cup, but never drank 

from it, though he could not see the brown liquid as 

anything else but tea. 
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“I...” stammered Friedhelm. He did not know what to 

say. 

“Did not give the instructions?” Leti finished his 

hanging sentence. “I understand that much. But 

obviously, your family does not find the need to follow 

your decision of keeping the peace and observe the 

situation for now. The Lauensteins may be your ally, 

however, that does not mean they defer to you.” Leti 

sternly reminded her older brother about this fact though 

she graced him with one of her gentle smiles she usually 

gave her younger siblings after she scolded them about 

something. 

“And one last thing before I forget. I already have an 

answer for the problem you gave me. Do not be too 

friendly with Prince Guido. The only reason why you are 

trying to be on good terms with each other is because I, 

the next queen, had ordered you to do so.” 

Leti stood straight and looked at Friedhelm with a 

piercing gaze, her eyes brimming with the inner strength 

of a queen. “I shall not let the two of you be comfortable 

with each other, enough for you to talk on your own. If 
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the Lauensteins and the Eulenbergs decide to join hands, 

I shall have to kill either one of you. I would let them 

think that the other betrayed them and that would be my 

opportunity to tear both families down. Keep each other 

in check, or get killed.” 

She knew she needed time to be the Queen everyone 

would recognize. But until then, she would have to let her 

brothers take the harsh path. 

“Now that I am to be queen, before you are my 

brother, you are my retainer. So you should follow my 

orders. And if the need arises, be prepared to get killed.” 

As soon as she finished saying her little speech, Leti 

turned around and continued walking out of the room. 

She did not want to hear Friedhelm’s opinion on her 

answer nor see his reaction to it. She never looked back. 

‘You have to think as a queen, Leti. You have Prince Guido’s 

weakness. With this, you already have the Eulenbergs chained to 

you. This only leaves Friedhelm and the Lauensteins as your biggest 

enemy. You will definitely find their weakness. And quickly.’ 
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For beyond this chaotic and bloody competition for 

the throne was the bright and warm future they were all 

wishing for. 

 



 

Only the One-Armed King Oswald was in the Knight 

King’s Space and it was unusually quiet. Leti was 

somehow disappointed for she wanted to inform the 

Lion King Alexander that the spell did not summon a 

dragon, but a grotesque creature of countless black hands. 

“Queen Leticia,” greeted Oswald. “When are you in?” 

He quietly asked Leti as he saw her coming. 

“Right after solving the mystery of the magic circles. 

However, it is nothing but a trifle incident and not 

worthy to be recorded down in the annals. I suppose you 

do not have any knowledge about it.” 

“Then at least tell me what month and year.” Insisted 

Oswald, who seemed to be his normal gloomy self with 



Chapter IV: Resign 

- 80 - 

dull eyes that looked like he had already given up on 

everything in life. 

“I could tell you what would happen in the near 

future. Have you never been curious to know what the 

future holds for you?” 

This was a sweet temptation. But Leti shook her head 

without even sparing the idea a thought. 

“There is no need for me to know. I do not want to. I 

am not as strong as King Alexander to bear the despair it 

could bring me. Until that day comes, I am fine without 

knowing.” 

“But that does change the fact you would still feel the 

same despair and hopelessness when that time comes.” 

“Exactly. I know what it feels now. I just had a taste 

of it a while ago.” Leti said as she thought that she had 

gotten her own dose of despair under the name ‘truth’. 

“But what is wrong with feeling the despair. We are 

humans, not gods. We will cry, worry, be angry, be sad. 

But the most important thing for us is what lies after all 
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of that darkness.” To accept all those negative things and 

be able to break through and overcome them. 

“I was able to find the answer to a problem because I 

learned about the truth.” 

With the secret of the Eulenbergs safe in her hands, 

all she had to do was to discover the weakness of the 

Lauensteins. If she could do that, she would be invincible. 

She could gradually strip down the two houses of their 

powers and leave the title “Three Grand Marquises” as 

nothing but a name. 

“You are strong, Queen Leticia.” 

“No I am not. If I am, I would not be saying these 

things at all.” 

She was still stumbling on her feet and she no longer 

had her older brothers to keep hold of her or break her 

fall. But she does now have her trusty knight to be by her 

side at all times. 

“If strength lies beyond despair, maybe despair is not 

that bad at all,” concluded Leti. 
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Oswald closed his eyes and simply replied, “Is that 

so?” 

A silence ensued in the room until Oswald broke it 

with a question. 

“Have I indeed become stronger after that day of 

despair and desolation?” 

“Have you not continued on fighting this nearly 

endless battle without ever escaping from it? If that is not 

strength, then I do not know what else is. King Oswald, I 

am proud that a king like you would be born from this 

line.” Leti bid her successor good bye after she had said 

these words. 

She knew men did not want their tears witnessed by 

anyone. They were such complicated creatures. 

“I see King Oswald is as dark as he usually is,” 

greeted the Heartbroken King Ludgar as Leti was about 

to leave the Knight King’s Space. 

“You really are the best there is Queen Leticia. If only 

I was born earlier, I could have been one of your lovers 

and it would be total bliss.” 
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“Are you perhaps in love, King Ludgar?” 

“Why, yes of course. To the best woman in the world 

who got everything she wanted.” 

 



 

When Guido heard that Borel’s funeral was held 

privately in his manor, he decided to tell Leti about this 

news since he also wanted to talk with Leonhardt. 

However, when he, escorted by Valkyrie, reached the 

Royal Villa he was only able to do one of his tasks 

because Leonhardt happened to be out. 

“He is usually in Cattleya Palace around this time 

supervising the history classes of our younger siblings,” 

informed Leti. 

Guido followed Leti’s words and went to Cattleya 

Palace in search of the Third Prince.  He left his knights 

by the entrance to the palace and luckily, he need not  

search long. 
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Leonhardt had just finished the history class for his 

younger siblings and was walking in the corridor leading 

to the main entrance of the palace. Guido saw him and 

called his attention, saying that he had something to tell 

him. The younger prince did not bother to hide his 

annoyance and told Guido that whatever he wanted to 

say, he could already spill it out here in the corridor. Their 

relationship was not that good and simply moving to a 

more private place to talk was already bothersome. 

“So what was so important that you even went out of 

your way to find me? Is it a continuation of our 

discussion on the different interpretations of the law?” 

“No, this is about your future. Choose. Either marry 

a princess of a foreign country or become someone’s 

knight.” 

“Huh?” Leonhardt was shocked. “What are you 

talking about?” He clearly did not understand why he was 

presented with these choices by his older brother. 

“Because you are Leticia’s weak point. You could 

either be used as bait, a material for blackmail, or be 

kidnapped. They can use you to ask Leti to withdraw 
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herself from succeeding the throne or to abdicate her 

position as the new queen once she is crowned. I’m not 

sure which and when would it be, but these are likely 

scenarios.” 

Leonhardt made a public declaration at the young age 

of twelve that he had no desire to be a king and inherit 

the crown. He proclaimed his decision to dedicate 

himself in the academy and went to study in the 

university. It was during this time when his reserved 

attitude became known as “eccentric”. He dropped out of 

the race for the crown. This meant that his life was no 

longer in much danger as before. So when Leti was 

chosen to be the heir, his life was already out of danger. 

However, Guido thinks that his life still was in danger, 

albeit for a different reason. Instead of him being a threat 

for the other families for the crown, he was now the 

perfect person to use to threaten Leti. 

“I am certain about this. That’s what I would do if I 

were in their shoes. I would conspire with the 

Lauensteins to do it,” explained Guido. If his words 

could be read correctly, this meant that ‘he’ would never 

do it as their older brother. 
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Leonhardt understood Guido’s point and was 

contemplating his words, “Hmmm...How should I put 

this...?” he thought aloud. After a few moments, he had 

gathered his thoughts and started with a disclaimer, “This 

is not really my cup of tea, but I’ll give it a try. 

“Let us go back to the time when we were nothing 

but young children. Back then, Ane’ue3 had always read 

books to me before going to bed. Her choices of books 

were always between two extremes; it would be either an 

exhilarating, heart-thumping adventure fiction or an 

informative and serious biography. She never showed 

particular preference over one, probably because she 

found both interesting and read as much books about 

one as well as the other.” Leonhardt’s face somehow 

turned softer with a faint smile playing on his lips as he 

reminisced those times. 

“Normally, a girl would go for fairy tales about 

princesses, right? Mother used to read those to me. But 

Ane’ue never had a mother. Not, in the sense like she just 

sprouted out of nowhere. I meant she was out of our 

                                                      
3 Ane'ue: A Japanese honorific for calling one’s older sister. (More 
formal and old-fashioned than the normal Onee-san) 
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Mother’s sight and grew up without knowing one. So 

from whom do you think did she pick up her taste in 

books? Who read to her before going to sleep?” 

Guido comprehended where Leonhardt was going. 

When they were young, he and Friedhelm took turns 

in reading bedtime stories to Leti. Friedhelm’s choice was 

always exciting tales of adventure while he selected 

biographies and historical accounts. 

“Unfortunately,” Leonhardt continued, “childhood 

experiences would always affect a person’s future. Maybe 

the reason why I found history this enjoyable is because I 

had an equal share of fact and fiction as I grew up.” Add 

to that the little secrets Leti shared with him about the 

unwritten history. All of these piqued young Leonhardt’s 

innately curious mind and made him want to know more 

about the stories of the past. 

“Don’t you find having siblings troubling? At first, 

you don’t seem to be connected at all and yet you are. 

There is always something that is passed down from the 

oldest down to the youngest, despite the lack of a direct 

contact.” 
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Holding hands while playing, kneeling down to meet 

the younger one’s gaze, reading books before bedtime, 

and sleeping together. These were things Friedhelm did 

to Guido, and Guido did to Leti. Leti continued this and 

did it to Leonhardt and all of her other younger siblings 

and even cousins. 

The love from the eldest child is still passed down to 

the youngest through this cycle. 

“What I’m trying to say is that you have already done 

your responsibility to me as my older brother, though 

indirectly. Don’t you think so? But to make this clear, I 

am not grateful at all and I still hate the two of you. 

‘Hahaha,’” laughed Leonhardt at the end. 

Friedhelm and Guido took care of Leti because she 

would not be their enemy, their competitor. On the other 

hand, they never acknowledged, or rather ignored, 

Leonhardt as if he did not exist because he was their main 

enemy, the main contender for the crown as the son of 

the First Queen Consort. 

Leonhardt knew not if they did this on purpose or 

not. But one thing was clear for him. It was already too 
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late. “For you to act like the concerned brother means 

nothing to me. But should you wish to have an 

intellectual and scholarly discussion, be my guest. You are 

the only one who could keep up with me anyway. Well 

then, please excuse me,” bid Leonhardt and turned 

around walking towards the staircase leading to the 

entrance. 

He was already about to take a turn for the stairs 

when he met Cornelia along the way. 

“I have just left Guido Ani’ue over there. This is your 

best chance to tell all your complaints to him,” informed 

Leonhardt. 

“Do not think I am a child like you, Leon Onii-sama. 

I do not go around sulking just because they are not 

paying me any attention,” Cornelia said defiantly. 

“...That was unexpected...” uttered a surprised 

Leonhardt. ‘Children can sometimes be harsh. How can I be 

sulking at this age?’ 
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“Anyway, I shall go and meet Guido Onii-sama. But 

Leon Oni-sama, you better be more honest about your 

own feelings to others,” reminded the young princess. 

“Well I definitely, honestly hate that person,” came 

Leonhardt’s pitiful reply, but the young princess was no 

longer listening to him and was already walking towards 

Guido. 

“Guido Onii-sama,” greeted Cornelia as she reached 

her older brother. Guido turned around to face his sister 

who at that moment was already assessing how he was 

based on the colour of his face. She was satisfied to see 

that he had improved since she last saw him and felt 

grateful that Leti kept her word on doing something to 

make Guido feel better, 

“If you were already here, you could have at least 

greeted us,” chided Cornelia. “You are always like that so 

Leon Onii-sama is sulking.” 

“Sulking? Leonhardt?” Guido was not able to hide his 

surprise at Cornelia’s words. 

“Yes. Because you do not give us enough attention.” 
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Guido found himself at a loss on how to react to 

Cornelia’s proclamation for he found it unbelievable. He 

was trying to think of something to reply when he saw 

the ribbon by the bodice of Cornelia’s dress about to 

come untied. 

“Cornelia, stay put for a while,” he said as he knelt 

down and tied again the ribbon making a prettier 

butterfly bow. 

“You are good at tying ribbons,” exclaimed the 

younger princess. “Did you learn how to do it from Leti 

Onee-sama4?” 

“Yeah, I think so,” was Guido’s reply despite the fact 

that it was he who taught Leti how to tie a ribbon. Both 

he and Friedhelm learned how to tie a ribbon in order to 

teach it to Leti. She was the reason why they learned how 

to tie one; it was her existence that made them learn the 

skill, therefore, it was she who taught them how. His 

answer to Cornelia, was the truth if put that way. 

                                                      
4 Onee-sama: Onee =Older sister | Sama = formal honorific for a 
high persona 
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“Onii-sama,” called Cornelia breaking Guido’s reverie. 

“I would like it very much if you could come here to visit 

us occasionally, though I do not want you to push 

yourself too hard. You could just drop by and say hello 

whenever you are near here.” 

“Cornelia?” 

“I understand that you are busy. I also have Onee-

sama so you really need not worry, but...” 

The younger princess remembered the words of her 

older sister, “I shall stay with you enough to cover Prince 

Guido’s absence. But remember Cornelia, that he is also 

sad now that Queen Sofia, your mother, is gone. But he is 

so busy that he does not even have the time to be sad. So 

remember to be kind to him.” 

Cornelia chose to offer consolation to her dreary 

brother in her own little way. 

“But she would be the Queen and that meant she will 

be very busy. So I shall take on her role and be the older 

sister for everyone. I will teach my younger siblings 

everything Leti Onee-sama taught me!” 
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Guido realized the truth in Leonhardt’s words. 

Indeed something was being passed down from the eldest 

to the youngest child. 

Leti is a kind-hearted person. She took on the 

responsibility of caring for their younger siblings and 

showered them with so much care and attention enough 

to cover for the three oldest royal children. Now the love 

she selflessly shared was being passed down by the 

younger ones. 

“I see. But you are forgetting that I would no longer 

be King. Now I have the time so I shall be spending it 

with you. You will have me as your company in place of 

Leticia.” 

“Really?” Cornelia asked with expectant eyes. “Then 

would you teach me embroidery?” 

“Embroidery?” Repeated the somewhat surprised 

Guido. 

“Yes. I am planning to do this intricate pattern for 

her birthday. It is so detailed that I might not finish it in 
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time if I do not start it now. She did teach you how to 

embroider, didn’t she?” 

Of course, embroidery was unchartered territory even 

for this nearly perfect Guido. But he did not have the 

spirit to deny this from Cornelia’s hopeful face. 

“Yes. I understand. Embroidery it is.” 

“That’s a promise then,” declared the young princess 

as she reached out her tiny finger to Guido for a pinkie-

swear. The prince gladly obliged his younger sister. 

Cornelia bid him good-bye after soliciting his promise 

to teach her embroidery and flashed him a cheerful smile 

before walking on. He could not help but remember how 

Cornelia’s back reminded him of Leti when she was 

younger. 

‘Of course. They are blood related sisters,’ he thought as he 

blankly stared at his pinkie finger. 

Then someone from behind called him again. 

“You sure ‘bout the embroidery? I won’t agree to it. 

Definitely not,” said Friedhelm as he approached Guido. 



Chapter IV: Resign 

- 96 - 

Guido went to Cattleya Palace in search of Leonhardt 

alone, but his other siblings seemed to be finding him. 

“If you are here for Queen Rosalind, I think she is...” 

“No,” cut Friedhelm. “I came here looking for you. I 

heard from Leticia that you have already talked.” 

“Yes. We have decided to be siblings and chess 

playmates from now on.” 

“Yeah, yeah. I’ve heard about that already.” 

Guido was saying the same thing as Leti. So this 

could only mean that they had really settled things 

between them and this was their conclusion. Friedhelm 

was still not sure about Guido’s true feelings for Leti. But 

maybe, there was no need for him to know anymore. 

These two had worked it out already. They would surely 

be fine. So with one last warning, he decided to let this 

case go. 

Friedhelm faced Guido and looked at him straight in 

the eyes. 
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“You stupid brother! Don’t you dare do something 

like that again! Stop doing anything to make me worry!” 

Guido blinked twice, dumbfounded at what he heard. 

Friedhelm immediately darted his eyes to break the 

eye contact to hide his embarrassment and continued, 

“Well, we are brothers. I guess it’s natural that our tastes 

in women are alike.” 

Friedhelm’s vulgar joke received a tangent reply from 

Guido. 

“Did you like Eleanor?” 

“It is totally lost to me how a simple joke is too 

difficult for you to understand when you could easily 

comprehend complex theories,” cried an exasperated 

Friedhelm. “Though, this one might be my fault for 

giving a borderline joke. But still...” 

If he told this joke to Leonhardt, he would have 

sworn at him and called him the worst names. But Guido 

did not understand Friedhelm’s covert attempt to tell him 

that they both liked strong-willed women. 
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“I see. We are alike,” mumbled Guido. 

“Ah. So that’s what caught your attention out of 

everything I’ve said? Sometimes, I just can’t help but be 

truly concerned about you,” sighed Friedhelm as he grew 

worried about his younger brother’s inability to 

comprehend jokes. 

“Well, that’s all I wanted to say. We may be here in 

Cattleya, but we can’t be seen acting all friendly with each 

other or else Leti will kill us. Good luck on embroidery! 

See you around!” 

Friedhelm changed his demeanour from that of a 

worried brother to the First Prince of Sommevesle and 

left Guido to his thoughts. 

‘So we are still alike despite being so different. We share 

something in common - me and my older brother.’ 

He had always considered himself completely 

different from Friedhelm as compared to Leti whose 

personality resembled much of the charismatic prince. He 

was more convinced about this difference when he 

learned that they were not blood-related at all. 
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“So if I somehow resembled him, then you do as well, 

Leti,” Guido whispered. 

He had seen his younger sister sometimes look at 

Friedhelm with envy. Envious of the strength he had that 

she did not possess. Her eyes were a fine mix of 

aspiration and jealousy. However, Guido knew that 

Friedhelm became strong because he had something to 

protect. That kind of strength could never be achieved 

alone. 

“Leti, you should take a look at yourself in the mirror 

when you look at Leonhardt. You make the same face as 

he does. Don’t worry. You resemble him more than you 

think. You ‘will’ be a great Queen.” 

‘I did not resemble him much. But it’s enough to know that we 

shared the same dream.’ 

 

However, that dream would no longer come true. 

 

‘End of Chapter Four’ 
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